
External Audit, September 2026 – Clerks actions 
 
 
 
Except for matters  
 

• The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review. The smaller 
authority has confirmed that the response to Section 2, Box 11 is incorrect and should 
be ‘yes’. 

 
A change in wording of this question meant that previous response of n/a was recorded as a No on the 
AGAR and should have been a yes. PKF Littlejohn accepted that a Yes should have been marked.  
Extract from SLCC forum: Because ticking "Yes" to state you are not something feels counterintuitive, 
a massive number of clerks left Box 11 completely blank or recorded a No. 
 
ACTION: Wording is set to change again for 2026/27 – ensure guidelines are double checked!  
 

 

• Section 1, Assertion 1 has been incorrectly completed, information has come to our 
attention from the internal auditor that the budget was not approved by the smaller 
authority before setting the precept. 

 
Extract from internal auditors report:  

 
ACTION: Note has been made to ensure that the budget and precept are considered and approved 
under separate agenda items. Likely to be highlighted again on 26/27 audit – a note will be added to 
the AGAR 26/27 if appropriate. 
Extract from Jan 26 Minutes: 

 


