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MELBOURN PARISH COUNCIL 
(District of South Cambridgeshire) 

 
A meeting of this Council was held on Wednesday 3 December 2025 at 7.30pm in the Austen Room of the  

Community Hub, 30 High Street, Melbourn, Cambridgeshire SG8 6DZ 
 

Members of the public are reminded that copies of reports and supporting documentation for agenda items can be 
obtained from the Parish Council website or on request to the Clerk 
 

Present: Cllrs Alexander, Campbell, Clark (Chair), Coulman, Hart, Kyprianou 
Absent: Cllr Redelinghuys 

In attendance: Abi Williams (Clerk), six members of the public (grant applicants)  
 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – Community Benefit Grants: MINUTES 

  

 0BMeeting started 19:31 

1BPC135/2526 2BTo receive and approve apologies for absence 

 3BApologies were received from Cllrs Barnes, Cowley, Davey, Kanagarathnam, Kilmurray, Wilson 
with acceptable reasons.  
4BIt was RESOLVED to accept apologies of absence from Cllrs Barnes, Cowley, Davey, 
Kanagarathnam, Kilmurray and Wilson. 
5BProposed by Cllr Campbell, seconded by Cllr Alexander. All in favour. 

6BPC136/2526 7BTo receive any Declarations of Interest and Dispensations 
Members are reminded that they are required to ensure their Declaration is updated within 28 days 
of any change in circumstances. 

 8Ba) To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda 
b) To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests (if any)  
c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate 

 Declaration of interest were made by Cllr Coulman for item PC140/2526d) as they are the applicant 
for the grant. Dispensation was granted to remain for discussion of the item but not to vote. 

9BPC137/2526 Public Participation: (For up to 15 minutes members of the public may contribute their views and 
comments and questions to the Parish Council – 3 minutes per item).  If required, written responses 
to questions raised will be made by the Parish Office within 14 days of the date of this meeting. 

 Six members of the public were in attendance as representatives for the grant funding applications. 
10BPC138/2526 11BTo report back and approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 26 November 

2025 
 12BItem deferred due to insufficient time to review the draft minutes.  

13BPC139/2526 To note report on previous Community Benefit Grants  

14Ba) To receive reports from Community Benefit Grants 2024/25 

 The report was noted.  

15Bb) To receive report of historical payments through Community Benefit Grants  

 The report was noted. 

 Order of consideration was altered to allow attendee to leave the meeting early – minutes reported 
in agenda order.  
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16BPC140/2526 17BTo consider applications for Community Benefit Grant funding:   

18Ba) 19BHome-start Royston & South 
Cambridgeshire 

20BAwarded £ 4,247.82 

 A representative was in attendance and answered questions on the project.  
It was RESOLVED, under the General Power of Competence, Localism Act 2011, to award the 
grant of £4,247.82 to Home-start Royston & South Cambridgeshire. 
Proposed by Cllr Hart, seconded by Cllr Alexander. All in favour. 

21Bb) 22BMelbourn Baptist Church  23BAwarded £ 2,153.99 
 A representative was in attendance and answered questions on the project.  

It was RESOLVED, under the General Power of Competence, Localism Act 2011, to award the 
grant of £2,153.99 to Melbourn Baptist Church. 
Proposed by Cllr Coulman, seconded by Cllr Alexander. All in favour. 

24Bc) 25BMelbourn Squash Club  26BAwarded £975.00 (Requested £1,300.00) 
 A representative was in attendance and answered questions on the project. 75% of funds requested 

were awarded to represent the % of people that benefit being Melbourn parishioners.  
It was RESOLVED, under the General Power of Competence, Localism Act 2011, to award the 
grant of £975.00 to Melbourn Squash Club. 
Proposed by Cllr Hart, seconded by Cllr Alexander. All in favour. 

27Bd) 28BMix Music  29BAwarded £6,560.00 (Requested £ 8,200.00) 
 Two representatives were in attendance and answered questions on the project. 80% of funds 

requested were awarded to represent the % of people that benefit being Melbourn parishioners. 
It was RESOLVED, under the General Power of Competence, Localism Act 2011, to award the 
grant of £6,560.00 to Mix Music. 
Proposed by Cllr Campbell, seconded by Cllr Kyprianou.  
In favour: Alexander, Campbell, Clark, Hart, Kyprianou 
Against:  
Abstain: Cllr Coulman 

30Be) 31BRelate Relationship Counselling East Anglia  32BAwarded £ 0 (Requested £ 4,850.00) 
 Please note correction of name as published on agenda.  

A representative was in attendance and answered questions on the project. Further information was 
needed to confirm the % of people that funds would benefit being Melbourn parishioners.  
It was RESOLVED, under the General Power of Competence, Localism Act 2011, to award the 
grant of the appropriate % of £4,850.00 to Relationship Counselling East Anglia once further 
information was provided. If this number was to fall below 75% and be detrimental to the service 
continuing further consideration would be taken over email decision and reported at the next 
relevant meeting.  
Proposed by Cllr Hart, seconded by Cllr Coulman. All in favour. 
After discussion with Relationship Counselling East Anglia post meeting, it was decided to withdraw 
their application from this round of Community Benefit Grant funding and reapply in the future.  

 33BGrant applicant left the meeting 19:49 

34Bf) Turn on to Christmas Awarded £ 1,280.00 
 A representative was in attendance and answered questions on the project.  

It was RESOLVED, under the General Power of Competence, Localism Act 2011, to award the 
grant of £1,280.00 to Turn on to Christmas. 
Proposed by Cllr Campbell, seconded by Cllr Coulman. All in favour. 

 Five members of the public left the meeting 20:30 

35BPC141/2526 To note the dates of the upcoming meetings as: 
36Ba) Planning Committee Meeting, Wednesday 10 December 2025 at 7.30pm  

 The date of the next Planning Committee meeting was noted as Wednesday 10 December at 
7.30pm.  

37Bb) Finance & Good Governance Committee Meeting, Tuesday 16 December 2025 at 7.30pm  
 The date of the next Finance & Good Governance meeting was noted as Tuesday 16 December at 

7.30pm.  
38Bc) Full Parish Council Meeting, Wednesday 14 January 2026 at 7.30pm  

 The date of the next Full Parish Council meeting was noted as Wednesday 14 January at 7.30pm.  
 Meeting closed 20:32 



 

ANNUAL REPORT 
2025 

 

 

Melbourn Parish Council  
Melbourn Community Hub, 30 High Street, 

Melbourn, Cambridgeshire, SG8 6DZ 

www.melbournparishcouncil.gov.uk 
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GRANTS AWARDED IN 2024 – 2025 AND 
HOW THE MONEY WAS SPENT  

Balance brought forward from 2023/24  £2,803.75 

Awarded for distribution 2024/25  £55,772.53 
 

Available for distribution 2024/25  £58,576.28 

Community Benefit Grants applications awarded on 8 May 2024 

Melbourn United Reform Church £2,597.20 
Melbourn County Primary School PTFA  £3,780.00 
Melbourn Bowls Club  £1,600.00 
Melbourn Dynamos FC  £8,909.25 
MAYD £6,500.00 
St George’s Allotment Association, Melbourn £1,022.00 
Melbourn & District Warden Scheme  £3,000.00 
Melbourn Lunch Club  £3,000.00 
Melbourn Bell Repair Appeal  £1,000.00 
Melbourn Fete £2,500.00 

Total awarded May 2024: £33,908.45 

Available for distribution December 2024: £24,667.83 

Community Benefit Grants awarded on 2 December 2024 

Turn on to Christmas  £1,321.00 
Mix Music £4,720.00 
Home-Start Royston  £3,539.16 
Relate  £4,700.00 
Melbourn Magazine  £6,000.00 
Melbourn Village College Squash Club £1,200.00 
Royston Rugby Club  £1,000.00 
Melbourn Football Club  £1,731.00 

Total awarded December 2024:  £24,211.16 

Balance to carry forward:  £456.67 
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Melbourn United Reformed Church  
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Melbourn Primary School (MPS) PTFA 
Report on Melbourn Parish Council Grant Expenditure by Melbourn Primary School PTFA  

The grant provided by the Parish Council in April 2024 was used to cover the cost of the 

Primary School's PTFA annual fireworks display in order to keep the ticket price low for the 

community to attend, as well as raising much needed funds for the school.  

The total amount of the grant was £3,780, which was used as follows: 

The full amount of the grant was used to fund the fireworks display at the annual fireworks 

event held at Melbourn Primary School. It was a hugely successful night and was a sold 

out event with 1,300 tickets sold to school families and the wider community. The £3,780 

grant covered the cost of the professional fireworks display which was provided by the 

professional company, Skyburst. This allowed for the profits made from ticket sales and 

other sales on the night from the bar, bbq and stalls to be used for the PTFA’s fundraising 

priorities. This year profits are being put towards funding a new adventure playground for 

the children as their current structure is unsafe for use, as well as contributions towards 

school trips to the theatre, books for the children and easter eggs.  

On behalf of the Melbourn Primary School PTFA, we would like to thank the Parish 

Council for their support in awarding this grant, and enabling this popular volunteer-run 

community event to be as successful as it was.  

Audrey Campbell & Lauren Nash  

Melbourn PTFA Co-Chairs  

On Behalf of Melbourn Primary School PTFA 

Melbourn Bowls Club 
As per our grant request quotation £1525 of the £1600 was spent on the exterior 

repainting of our clubhouse.   

The decorator did a great job and we are very pleased with the result.  

The remaining £75 was spent on a new large Melbourn Bowls Club sign which we will put 

up in the spring to complete the improved appearance of the clubhouse, so we are very 

grateful for the PC grant which enabled us to do this. 

Peter Blayney, Melbourn Bowls Club 
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Melbourn Dynamos Football Club 
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St George’s Allotment Association, Melbourn 
Summary: 

The St George’s Allotment Association applied for and received a Melbourn Parish Council 

Community Grant in May 2024 to cover the hire cost of two 8-yard general waste skips 

(one for early summer and one for autumn), and to purchase soil improver for use on the 

Melbourn Allotments at The Moor, Melbourn. The grant received (£1022.00) was 

comprised of £536.00 for hire of two skips and £486.00 for purchase and delivery of ~10 

tonnes of soil improver. Both skips were hired and the soil improver was delivered during 

the year. 

Waste Clearance Skip Hire: 

Two 8-yard general waste skips were hired from the Mick George Group and delivered to 

the allotments on 14th June 2024 and 18th October 2024. Plot holders rapidly filled both 
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skips by clearing non-compostable assorted rubbish from their plots, such as broken wire 

fencing, rusted metal, broken glass, waste plastic, etc., see photo. 

This project is beneficial to all of the St 

Georges Allotment community and resulted 

in many tidier allotments. Having less 

rubbish on their allotments not only 

benefited the current plot holders but also 

provides legacy value to future tenants. It 

also benefited the local environment by 

removing environmentally harmful materials 

such as plastic and provides safer 

conditions for plot holders to tend their plots. 

It complements the ongoing work by the 

council to reduce the amount of asbestos 

cement fragments on the allotment.  

Soil Improver: 

The delivery of a lorry load of soil improver from Envar in Somersham, near Huntingdon, 

was arranged with Melbourn based A J Grab Hire Ltd, and on the 26th July 2024 they duly 

delivered 10 tonnes of lovely black gold, see photo. The soil improver was available to all 

plot holders and within a few weeks had been wheel-barrowed to individual plots by the 

holders. The known benefits of using it as a mulch include improved soil structure, 

increased moisture retention, weed suppression and better crop growth. The improved soil 

fertility will also benefit future plot holders as well as the current ones. The soil improver is 

generated from waste food and vegetation collected from households around the county 

and composted under ideal conditions by Envar. 

Conclusion: 

The hire of two skips and the purchase and 

delivery of soil improver have been 

completed; therefore both grant projects 

have been fully completed in 2024, bringing 

benefit to allotment holders and the 

allotment environment. 
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Melbourn Bell Repair  
12th February 2023, one of the bells in Melbourn All Saints church tower began to make 

an unsettling thumping noise while being rung.  We investigated immediately and 

discovered a large crack in the headstock, which is the fitting that attaches the top of the 

bell to the frame.  See picture. 

 

We established that this was due to a manufacturing defect when the bell was installed in 

1987, and that the adjacent bell had the same defect but no crack - yet.  Both bells were 

removed from the frame and their fittings and placed on the floor of the bell chamber. 

Quotes were sought for repair/replacement of the 2 headstocks, and this came to 

approximately £8000, or £6000 if a local team of bellfitters could remove and refit the bells. 

 

Grants and fundraising was undertaken, including applying to Melbourn Parish Council.  A 

loan was secured from the Supporters of All Saint (SOAS) to enable work to start in March 

2024, before the MPC grant money was secured. 

 

In March 2024 the local bellfitters team removed the two bells from the belfry and lowered 

them to ground level - no mean feat as each bell weighs 200-250 kg.  The bells were 

collected in late March 2024 to have new custom-made headstocks fitted and tested. 

 

October 9th 2024 the bells were delivered back to Melbourn and work began to hoist them 

into the tower and refit.  This was a significant job taking many days owing to different 

fittings on the new (much better, stronger) headstocks.  Realigning bearing sn pulleys and 

ropes took a little time, but the bells were fully functional by Thursday 24th and all 8 bells 

were able to ring out again on Sunday 27th October 2024 for the first time in over 18 

months. 

 

The money from Melbourn Parish Council's grant contributed to monies raised from cycle 

rides, personal donations and other grant applications.  We managed to raise the £6000 

necessary, enabling full repayment of the loan from SOAS.  We have already had a 

visiting band of ringers attempt a peal (a 3-hour ringing session) on the newly restored 8 

bells, and last weekend we conducted tours of the tower and bells for those attending the 

church's winter fayre. 
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The bellringers and church are extremely grateful for the grant which has restored 8-bell 

ringing to Melbourn and we look forward to many more years of ringing the bells for the 

residents of Melbourn. 

Ian Cowley, Melbourn Bellringers Treasurer 
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Melbourn Fete 
The Melbourn Fete Committee received a grant from the MPC Community Grant Fund of 

£2,500 to underwrite the staging of the 2024 Melbourn Fete. The funds were requested to 

cover the unavoidable costs which would have been written off if the event were cancelled. 

The grant was spent as follows: 

Item   Expenditure 

PA System £1020.00 

Insurance  £420.00 

Attractions  £1394.00 

Total   £2834.00 

The additional expenditure was taken from Melbourn Fete Committee funds. 

Melbourn Fete Committee is very grateful for the continued support from the MPC. MPC’s 

commitment enables us to stage important fund raising events for the community such as 

the Fete, Turn on to Christmas and Open Gardens. The Fete provided a platform for other 

community organisations such as HomeStart, Melbourn Hub and Melbourn Dynamos to 

raise money for their causes. We are in the process of donating funds the Fete raised to 

local community organisations. 

C M Carter 

Treasurer 

13/10/2024 

Turn on to Christmas 
For this coming year the Turn on to Christmas (TOTC) committee is expecting to arrange 

another afternoon of festive activities. The committee start preparatory work after the 

summer holidays so no date is available at the moment or details of what will be arranged. 

However, generally it is the first Saturday of December and takes place at the hub. The 

ideas is to have a very low cost family event with music, children’s activities, tombola, 

storytelling and face painting culminating with the turn on of the Christmas Tree lights. 

Turn on to Christmas has become a very well attended event to start the festive 

celebrations. The two hour program is now well established and appreciated by the village.  

The volunteers get enormous pleasure in being able to offer a low cost way for our fellow 

villagers to gather and although clearly it is in celebration of a Christian festival we strive to 

make the afternoon as inclusive as possible. 
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As you may be aware the TOTC event for 2024 had to be cancelled at short notice due to 

forecasted very strong winds and heavy rain which passed through the Melbourn area 

during the event. This demonstrated the importance of funding from the PC as it 

underwrites the upfront costs of the event. 

 

I look forward to working with the PC to secure a grant for TOTC at the Autumn 

Community Grant allocation meeting later this year. 

 

Trevor Purnell 

Chair 

TOTC 

 

Mix Music  

 
  



ON MIX MUSIC
Mix music Sessions continue to run  at the Melbourn Pavillion
on Monday evenings. Work needs to be done to attract more

Children and gain more recognition. 

The objective of the community DJ workshops is to equip
young participants with the necessary skills and knowledge to

explore DJing as both a hobby and a potential career path.

On the 28th September we officially launched the MMDJ
stream and held an 8 hour streaming event with guest DJ’s

and MC’S in attendance. The stream was well received in the
industry and a regular schedule has been agreed.

UPDATE



After a round of successful funding Mix Music now have two
smaller dJ units which allow two people to DJ at the same

time. We have 2 Laptops, we have been in discussions with a
leading equipment company who are able to obtain us

preferential rates on the production software, we are trying
to obtain the licenses and will be offering lessons using FL

Studio.

We were also successful in a grant to provide a LOKLIK
cutting machine. Currently the youth are making Keyrings to
get used to the equipment. The ultimate goal is that they will
be making merchandise to showcase at the Melbourn Fete.

Mix music have agreed dates with the Time bank to DJ at a
number of Day Discos. 

Discussions are in process with the local primary school
about attending the summer fayre showing the younger

children how to use the equipment and finishing with a DJ
set. One of the youth was recognised for his DJing in  the

senior school newsletter.



The funding and support that we have managed to
secure over the last couple of years has been

phenomenal and helped immensely.  

We are planning to arrange a visit to a DJ convention
event later in the year which is held by West End DJ to

showcase the latest equipment. We are still in
discussions to secure support and collaboration from

them.

We will be attending the Melbourn Summer Fete and
have set up a timetable for one to one sessions.



The ultimate goal would be to establish a dedicated
space with a practice room and a fully working studio.

With a lounge area for the youth to use as a safe space
which could provide other youth services. We

understand that this is a future goal and have smaller
goals in mind whilst discussions take place. We are

excited at the possibility of a dedicated youth worker to
provide extra support.

Mock streams and 1:1 sessions are held in the studio
which has proved to be a huge hit.

We need to keep promoting the stream and we have
been going live via tiktok.

We are yet to push this out locally and the current
streams are all based on our youth DJ’s.

Future sessions.
We are looking to get more guest speakers to attend and
showcase different talent e.g. for our girls some female

DJ’s producers, vocalists.



We have regular day discos arranged with the Time
Bank, this is something we would like to expand on

within the village.



By providing these sessions we have:

Empowered the youth through creative expression and artisitic
exploration.

Provided them with a sense of belonging and community
engagement.

Provided opportunities for skill development and personal
growth. 

Supported the youth with confidence in public engagement by
streaming online and microphone lessons.

 

WHAT WE HAVE
ACHIEVED





We would like a dedicated space to hold sessions ideally
closer to other facilities This is to be discussed for the future. 

We have a few event bookings coming up for a couple of our
djs which is a great achievement.

Thank you from the Mix Music Team.
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Relate (Relationship Counselling Cambridgeshire)  
 

 

 

 

WE ARE TRADING UNDER A NEW NAME! 

 

As we enter our 80th year Relate Cambridgeshire will be rebranding as 

 

Relationship Counselling Cambridgeshire   

 

This follows the administration of Relate National Ltd in December last year. 

 

Our high-quality services will continue unaffected, delivered by the same staff and to the 

professional standards that we have always maintained. 

 

We will continue to work in partnership with other centres which previously formed part of 

the Relate Federation to strengthen our ability to serve our beneficiaries and meet the  

ever-evolving needs within our communities.  

 

Claire Godward, Chief Executive of Relationship Counselling Cambridgeshire said  

‘’This is a great opportunity for us to expand our services. And we will continue to seek out 

new partnerships and collaborations locally and nationally to enable us to deliver joined up 

services and support, which will span the whole of England and Wales ‘’. 

 

Working at the heart of our communities Relationship Counselling Cambridgeshire will 

continue deliver a wide range of support to couples, families, children and individuals 

across Cambridgeshire and surrounding areas. 

 

If you want to get in touch:  Please call us on 01223 792226  

 



Presenting Issue and Number of Cases 

Mental Health/Illness - 11 Work - 2

Communication Problems - 8 Autism Spectrum Condition - 2

Trust - 4 Domestic Violence - 1

Sexual Problems - 3 Menopause - 1

Affair - 3 Adolescent Children - 1

Intimacy - 2 Past Relationships - 1

Most Common Presenting Issues for Melbourn Residents 

Melbourn Statistics 
From 31st of March 2024 to 1st of April 2025

Residents: Appointment Data
Number of

Appointments
 Delivered 

Number of 
Cases Seen 

Number of
Clients Seen145 3519

We provide services that help relationships thrive. Our work improves
mental health and wellbeing and helps prevent loneliness,

depression, abuse, homelessness and parental conflict. 

Within the period of March 2024 and April 2025, the Melbourn grant of
£5000 has supported a total of 19 cases, 35 individuals with their
relationship and personal problems. We are to start the allocation of the new
grant of £4,700 from April 2025 with no break in service. 

Melbourn Grant Allocation 2024-2025

The grant has additionally been allocated to support the room hire at the
Melbourn Hub venue where we offer Friday morning sessions every week.
The total contribution to this is £2,484. Any further contribution such as
counsellor costs, management, admin and supervision is a total of £2,326
ensuring a high quality and smooth counselling experience. 



Huge thanks to Isabelle for her helpful and guidance over the last few
weeks. We are in a much better please then when we started ~ have a

better understanding of each others needs and difficulties and are more
compassionate and better in our communication.

Isabel was an excellent listener and very thoughtful on working out
strategies with us. An excellent experience.

Thought the process was very rewarding – helpful and sensitive,
perceptive and empathetic when proposing a way forward. The

counsellor listened and asked good questions to gain a good
understanding of the situation and so was able to help us. Many thanks.

Melbourn Statistics 
From 31st of March 2024 to 1st of April 2025

We provide services that help relationships thrive. Our work improves
mental health and wellbeing and helps prevent loneliness,

depression, abuse, homelessness and parental conflict. 

Client Feedback
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Home-Start Royston 

Home-Start Royston, Buntingford & South Cambridgeshire 
(incorporated as Home-Start Royston & South Cambridgeshire) 

Unit 6 Valley Farm, Station Road, Meldreth, Royston, Herts, SG8 6JP 

www.hsrsc.org.uk ▪ Email: admin@hsrsc.org.uk ▪ Tel: 01763 262262 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Melbourn Parish Council Community Benefit Grant Report 
Prepared for:  Melbourn Parish Council 
Date:   18 March 2025 

We are so grateful for your funding in December 2024, which enabled us to provide crucial 
home-visiting support to two vulnerable Melbourn families.  One family was referred to 
Home-Start by their Health Visitor and the other family contacted Home-Start themselves. 

The families’ diverse and complex issues included: 

• Poor Parental Mental Heath
• Mother struggling with anxiety
• Multiple birth
• Finding individual time for each child challenging
• Children with potentially life-threatening health issues requiring ongoing

monitoring/treatment
• Managing complex family relationships
• Inability to take multiple children out independently
• Lack of local family support
• Financial difficulties
• Mother trying to juggle a business alongside parenting
• No time to complete household tasks or make calls
• No time to complete paperwork/forms
• Mother overwhelmed and finding processing tasks into manageable chunks difficult

The Community Benefit Grant has enabled our highly-trained volunteers to begin meeting 
with the families for 2-3 hours every week, providing bespoke practical and emotional 
support, which is non-judgemental, confidential and free. This included: 

• Providing a listening ear and emotional support
• Giving reassurance and positive feedback
• Helping to feed and bathe the babies
• Engaging with the children to give Mother time to make calls, prepare important

meals crucial for managing children’s disabilities
• Helping the family get out of the house and visit The Hub, walk to the park
• Enabling parent to have 1-1 time with each child by spending time with each child

individually
• Parental support with childcare decision, supporting a plan to return to part-time

work
• Signposting for more specialist support where appropriate

about:blank
about:blank
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• Support to find out about and try other local parent/child groups
• Support to process tasks into manageable chunks

The positive changes we have begun to see and hope to see as support continues 
include:  

• Improved Mental Health for mother
• Mother feeling more on top of important meal prep for babies, alleviating anxiety

around managing their condition
• Improved relationships between parents
• Improved relationships between Mother and other family members
• Mother more time for each child and feeling less guilty
• Mother and babies able to leave the house and get out to the park, The Hub and

other local places
• Mother happier to support craft activities at home
• Mother starting to plan a return to work
• Mother feeling more in control of managing business

To date the parents have given us the following feedback, regarding our support: 

“[Our Volunteer] was so lovely with the girls and was so nice to have some 

company! Thank you” 

Melbourn Magazine 
Melbourn Magazine which is produced four times a year and posted through every house 

in Melbourn for FREE is managing to continue with the generous help of the Community 

Benefit Grant of £6,000 which it received towards the end of 2024. 

The magazine seeks to be self-sustaining but since Covid and the current economic 

pressures everyone is under pressure and the advertising revenue has dropped.  We are 

doing all we can to sustain and increase that revenue and are very grateful to a few large 

Melbourn companies who are extremely generous with continued sponsorship (TTP) but 

we are aware that even these businesses can have their own financial needs and it would 

be unwise to totally rely on just their support. 

The magazine is produced by a team of volunteers and its only costs are the printing 

costs, but sadly like everything else, despite the supplier involved giving special rates it is 

the largest cost the magazine has.  An army of local people deliver the magazines and it 

features local information and articles.  The product is in full colour and A4 with print large 

enough for those who need it and it is appreciated by many people who do not use 

computers or smart phones to run their lives.  We are frequently given positive feedback 

from residents and it would be hard to find another grant that has helped as many people 
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as the grant we have had has.  It has reached every single resident of the village and 

could not be more fairly distributed. 

As the years progress the Magazine will serve as a history document for the village and its 

occupants as it continues to give great enjoyment with its articles to read and help with its 

local adverts for trades we may want to use and for new residents moving to the area it 

gives invaluable information of clubs, groups, societies and places to visit and meet other 

people and ways to join in the very active and productive Melbourn Community. 

Gillian Morland – Melbourn Magazine Committee Member 

Melbourn Village College Squash Club 
Thanks for your message, and again to the committee for the grant funding. It's being 

spent in the same way as in previous years, namely to fund the delivery of a weekly term-

time coaching session, by our professional club coach, to juniors players. 

Matthew Walker, Melbourn Village Squash Club 

Royston Rugby Club 
No report available at this time. 
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Melbourn Football Club 

Grant awarded: £1,731.00 

The whole amount was spent on the Veo video recorder. The price had increased before 

we got the money, meaning we didn't have enough left for the footballs and topsoil.  

However, the Veo recorder has been in use each game (even away games). Having it has 

meant we have been able to produce highlights of matches to our social media pages, to 

increase interest in grass roots football. In turn, providing opportunities for sponsorship 

revenue to grow. 

We’ve also been able to provide real time feedback and assist tactically during games. 

Thank you again to the council for this support. 



Community Benefit Grants
2016 – 2025 

£415,000



Grant paid to Category 
Melbourn Area Youth Development Youth  £     75,497.76 

Mix Music

1st Orwell Scout Group
Cambridgeshire Army Cadet Force

Groundwork East
1st Melbourn Rainbows

Melbourn Dynamos Sports & recreation  £     95,149.63 
Melbourn Football club
Grinnel Hill BMX Club

Melbourn Squash Club
Melbourn Bowls Club
Royston Rugby Club 

Melbourn Amateur Dramatic Society (MADS)

Community Support for Dementia Older Generation  £     79,417.69 
Melbourn & District Warden Scheme 

Celebrating Ages
Melbourn Hub Lunch Club 

John Impey Way Residents 

Relate (Cambridgeshire Relationship Counselling) Specialist services  £     35,817.45 
Home Start

Cambs Hearing Help

Melbourn Action Community Support Community Action  £     21,450.80 
Melbourn Community Hub

Melbourn Armed Forces and Veterans Breakfast Club
It Takes A Village

Melbourn Fete Community Events  £     12,002.00 
Turn on to Christmas

Melbourn County Primary School PTFA Schools & Education  £     49,307.44 
Melbourn Village College 

Melbourn Playgroup
Melbourn Community Library
Melbourn Short Story Group

Melbourn History Group Locality  £     15,186.00 
Melbourn Magazine 

Melbourn Bloomsbury

Melbourn United Reform Church Churches  £     12,894.17 
All Saints Church 

All Saints Community Hall
Melbourn Bell Repair Appeal 

Wild Trout Trust Nature & wildlife  £     12,086.24 
River Mel Restoration Group

RSPB
A Chain of Wild Flowers

St George’s Allotment Association, Melbourn

Meldreth, Shepreth & Foxton Rail User Group Transport  £       6,200.00 
Royston District Community Transport

CAMSAR (Cambridge Search & Rescue)
Community Rail Partnership

 £   415,009.18 
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MELBOURN PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Application for Grant  
 

Please note that this application will not be considered unless it is accompanied by a 
copy of the latest set of annual accounts showing the organisations income, expenditure 
and level of balances. If the organisation does not prepare annual accounts, copies of 
the bank statements covering the previous six months must be enclosed. 
 

Name of Organisation Home-Start Royston, Buntingford & South Cambridgeshire  

(incorporated as Home-Start Royston and South Cambridgeshire) 

Name, Address, and 
Status of Contact 

Amanda Hourmand, Fundraiser  

Unit 6, Valley Farm, Station Road, Meldreth, Royston, Hertfordshire 

SG8 6JP 

Telephone Number of 
Contact 

01763 262262 
 

Email contact @hsrsc.org.uk 

Is the organisation a 
Registered Charity?  

Yes 
 

Amount of grant 
requested 

£4,247.82 (Breakdown of Costs attached) 

For what purpose of 
project is the grant 
requested. 

The grant would enable us to provide early-intervention 

home-visiting support to 3 vulnerable Melbourn families facing 

crisis, at a cost of £1,415.94 per family for 9 months of support (the 

average time a family needs our help). 
 

In 2024-25, we supported 12 Melbourn families with home-

visiting; in 2025-26 to date we have already supported 6 Melbourn 

families with home-visiting. 
 

Supported parents struggle with diverse and often complex issues, 

including:  Post-natal depression, depression, anxiety, low self-

esteem, social isolation & loneliness, domestic abuse and many 

other challenges. 
 

The parents’ issues severely impact their children, who often have 

delays in their personal, social and emotional development, 

delayed gross and fine motor skills, mental health issues and/or 

challenging behaviour; many supported children are also 

neurodivergent. 
 

A highly-trained volunteer will meet each family weekly for 2-3 

hours, providing practical, compassionate and emotional support, 

which is non-judgemental, confidential, free and tailored to the 

needs of each family.                                                            cont./…. 
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This support will give families the confidence, tools, knowledge & 

skills to successfully manage their family lives again and access 

mainstream support and community networks. 
 

Our home-visiting support is extremely cost-effective when 
compared against the cost of children in care: The National Audit 
Office found that in 2023-24, the estimated average annual spend 
per child in a children’s home was £318,400.  

What will be the total 
cost of the above 
project? 

£4,247.82 
 

If the total cost of the 
project is more than the 
grant, how will the 
residue be financed? 

N/A 
 
 
 

Have you applied for 
grant for the same 
project to another 
organisation?  
If so, which 
organisation and how 
much? 

No, we have not applied for a grant for home-visiting support for 

these 3 Melbourn families. 

 
 
 
 

Are 3rd parties 
necessary to deliver 
your project? 
If yes, please list them. 

No 
 
 
 

Who will benefit from 
the project?  

3 vulnerable Melbourn families facing crisis, with at least one child 

of 9 or under, will benefit from home-visiting support (more details 

above). 
 

Without our support these families are at risk of family breakdown, 

with children being taken into care, amongst other devastating life-

changing events. 
 

This support will also benefit the wider local community by 

lessening stress/pressure on:  
 
 

• The children's schools 

• Close relatives and friends 

• Parents' Employers 

• Local Health & social services, through less pressure on their 

services. 
 

The home-visiting volunteers themselves will also benefit: 

Developing skills, confidence and a deeper sense of connection 

with the local community, as well as increased wellbeing, personal 

growth and a renewed sense of purpose. 







Home-Start Royston, Buntingford & South Cambridgeshire 
(incorporated as Home-Start Royston & South Cambridgeshire) 
 

Unit 6 Valley Farm, Station Road, Meldreth, Royston, Herts, SG8 6JP 

www.hsrsc.org.uk ▪ Email: admin@hsrsc.org.uk ▪ Tel: 01763 262262 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Melbourn Parish Council Community Benefit Grant Report 
 

Prepared for: Melbourn Parish Council 

Date:   18 March 2025 
 
We are so grateful for your funding in December 2024, which enabled us to provide crucial home-
visiting support to two vulnerable Melbourn families.  One family was referred to Home-Start by 
their Health Visitor and the other family contacted Home-Start themselves. 
 

The families’ diverse and complex issues included: 
 

• Poor Parental Mental Heath 

• Mother struggling with anxiety 

• Multiple birth 

• Finding individual time for each child challenging 

• Children with potentially life-threatening health issues requiring ongoing 

monitoring/treatment 

• Managing complex family relationships 

• Inability to take multiple children out independently 

• Lack of local family support 

• Financial difficulties  

• Mother trying to juggle a business alongside parenting 

• No time to complete household tasks or make calls 

• No time to complete paperwork/forms 

• Mother overwhelmed and finding processing tasks into manageable chunks difficult 

 

The Community Benefit Grant has enabled our highly-trained volunteers to begin meeting with the 
families for 2-3 hours every week, providing bespoke practical and emotional support, which is non-
judgemental, confidential and free. This included: 
 

• Providing a listening ear and emotional support 

• Giving reassurance and positive feedback 

• Helping to feed and bathe the babies 

• Engaging with the children to give Mother time to make calls, prepare important meals 

crucial for managing children’s disabilities 

• Helping the family get out of the house and visit The Hub, walk to the park 

• Enabling parent to have 1-1 time with each child by spending time with each child 

individually 

• Parental support with childcare decision, supporting a plan to return to part-time work 

• Signposting for more specialist support where appropriate 

• Support to find out about and try other local parent/child groups 

• Support to process tasks into manageable chunks 

cont./… 
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Home-Start Royston, Buntingford & South Cambridgeshire  

Community Benefit Grant Report – Melbourn Parish Council 

 
The positive changes we have begun to see and hope to see as support continues include:  
 

• Improved Mental Health for mother 

• Mother feeling more on top of important meal prep for babies, alleviating anxiety around 

managing their condition 

• Improved relationships between parents 

• Improved relationships between Mother and other family members 

• Mother more time for each child and feeling less guilty 

• Mother and babies able to leave the house and get out to the park, The Hub and other local 

places 

• Mother happier to support craft activities at home 

• Mother starting to plan a return to work 

• Mother feeling more in control of managing business 

 

To date the parents have given us the following feedback, regarding our support: 

 

“[Our Volunteer] was so lovely with the girls and was so nice to have some company! 

Thank you” 
 

 

 











































































Prepared By:
JASON COULMAN

UPDATED PROPOSAL



ON MIX MUSIC
Mix music Sessions have been running since 2023 we

have a core group of kids who attend Monday evenings.

The objective of the community DJ workshops is to equip
young participants with the necessary skills and

knowledge to explore DJing as both a hobby and a
potential career path. 

UPDATE



By providing these sessions we have:

Empowered young people through creative expression and
artistic exploration, helping them discover and develop their
individuality.

Fostered a strong sense of belonging and community
engagement, creating safe spaces where participants feel
valued, supported, and connected.

Created opportunities for skill development and personal
growth, enabling young people to build confidence, resilience,
and transferable abilities for their future.

Offered platforms for participants to showcase the skills they
have learned, celebrating their achievements and encouraging
continued progression.

Achievements



Future Plans 
Mix Music DJ (South Cambs) C.I.C - Registered number:

15489913
As an organisation, we have encountered ongoing

challenges in enacting our future plans in a timely and
sustainable manner. We hope that collaboration with
MAYD and a dedicated Community Coordinator will

provide the additional capacity we require to progress.
At the present time, we lack a dedicated space and need
to expand our team of young aspiring djs and volunteers. 

We continue to actively seek funding and external
support to promote music and community engagement as

tools for inclusivity, improved mental health, and
confidence-building among young people.

Our long-term vision is to establish a permanent youth
space. We recognise that this is an ambitious future

objective being explored. In the interim, we are focused
on achieving smaller, practical goals.



We will reopen up shorter sessions for year 5 & 6 for the
spring / summer term and look to strenghen our

relationships with the schools. .

Streaming and events
We have had a few one 2 one mock streams and

created sets with the youth. 

Whilst we have wanted to start showcasing the youth
using a streaming channel we have found that they are
not comfortable with this. We have therefore redirected

the studio time and created sets. We have instead
looked for opportunities for the youth to play at small

events.

We managed to get one of our year 7 attendees a set at
an under 18's event, (Rough Tempo) which was a charity

event. It was very successful, she did an amazing job
and was offered the opportunity to play again in the new
year. At this same event was a talk on County Lines and

child exploitation. Another one of our djs has played
various events and radio stations over the last year and

has built up an amazing portfolio. 

We also did the Melbourn Fete to great success and the
Primary School Summer Fayre which again was a

fantastic day.  



We arranged a day out in October 2025, we took 4 of
our young djs out for the day to London for a DJ Expo

(WE DJ, West End dj event) which was an eye opener to
what type of equipment is out there, they got to enter

into competitions to win free stuff, who doesn't like free
stuff! There were insightful talks on social media and the

music industry by music influencers. The kids had the
opportunity to play on brand new equipment, use the

latest in dj technology including a virtual reality dj
program.

We have been collaborating with Stephanie and MAX to
provide young djs 4 times a year for a day disco at

Melbourn Vicarage Hall. These have proved a big hit and
every one has been better than the last. We have found
that events like the day discos also increase confidence.

We also have Winter Wonderland arranged for mid
December for all of our gang to finish the year off.

On top of the Monday nights and the days out, we also
have pizza nights which the kid love. 

Safeguarding & training 
All our volunteers are DBS checked and a safeguarding

training course held by the local district council was
attended. Parents currently assist where possible. We
have all our policies in place and hold our own Public 

Liability Insurance.



Equipment - Gifting 

Although the equipment was gifted to Mix Music dj (South
Cambs) C.I.C by The Parish Council, the agreement hasnt

yet been completed. 



Funding requirements

We are looking to create an event in association with Raving
4 a reason & VIP London.

We are seeking support to help fund a community event held
in the village designed to:

Celebrate local music, art, and culture
Provide a safe, alcohol-controlled space for families, kids

and young adults.

Offer positive creative outlets through graffiti art, music, and
dance

Encourage community cohesion and local pride.

This event will also support local traders and small
businesses, bringing footfall and economic benefit to the

village.



Description of the Event
The Community event will be a free-entry community
celebration held at Melbourn Recreation Ground and

Pavilion, featuring:
Main Stage: Live music and DJ sets from local performers

Creative Zone: Graffiti art, youth activities, and interactive
workshops.

Roller Disco & Inflatables: Fun attractions for families.

Food and drink stalls by local vendors.

Collaboration with Raving 4 a Reason for youth engagement
and wellbeing promotion & VIP London Events.



Community Benefit Grant Funding 24/25

We received £4,720 
We have purchased 2 laptops, lights for the disco’s

leaflets and costs for the fete. We are yet to purchase
the production software due to negotiations to obtain

a better price for a C.I.C.

Negotiating better prices has provided us with some
funds that we can utilise as reserves to support

additional funding and support the fete costs in 2026.

What we would like to obtain funding for:

Music Festival:

Inflatables & Games £1,000

Waste and
infrastructure

£1,500

Marketing &
Promotion

£1,100

Staff & Volunteer
costs

£500

Entertainment &
Performers

£1,500



As Mix music is run completely free of charge by
volunteers we are asking for an additional funding

of £2,600.00

This has been calculated based on 4 youth in
Melbourn £10 subs for 39 weeks £1,560 which

supports small costs in running Mix Music which
runs all year around excluding family holidays.

This supports additional costs as and when they
arise, the £1,040 will be used to build on the

reserves of the C.I.C to allow us to obtain funding
from other sources where reserves are a

requirement.



Testimonial.

Mix Music means everything to us as a family. We have a child
with Autism and is hard to find groups for children witn special

needs that are so much fun and so accepting whatever his
quirks.

I spent a long time  trying to find a group where Roman can
freely be himself, without judgement. It helps Roman with his

social skills and confidence. This group is so welcoming and has
let him be himself without judgement. He loves playing on the

decks, but he also loves the social side of it, where he just loves
to chat to everyone at the group. This is his social space, where

he 100% feels safe and loves it.
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Melbourn Parish Council 
  

Application for Grant for Voluntary Organisations  
 

Please note that this application will not be considered unless it is accompanied by a 
copy of the latest set of annual accounts showing the organisations income, 
expenditure and level of balances. If the organisation does not prepare annual 
accounts, copies of the bank statements covering the previous six months must be 
enclosed.  
  

  Name of Organisation   Relationship Counselling East Anglia 
 ( formerly Relate Cambridgeshire) 
  

 Name, Address, and Status of Contact  Claire Godward  
Registered office: 
8 Wellington Court, Cambridge CB1 1HZ 
Chief Executive 

  Telephone Number of Contact    

  Is the organisation a Registered 
Charity?   

Yes  
Charity no. 1096075 

 Amount of grant requested  £ 4,850 please. It will cover room hire at the Hub and 
contribution to counsellor's salary, supervision, training 
and other overheads. 

  For what purpose of project is the grant 
requested.  

The Charity has gone through some challenging times, 
following the departure from Relate and grants such 
as this are even more important to ensure our 
sustainability. Despite any changes in our name, we 
are still the same organisation in terms of staffing, 
culture and services. We continue to offer emotional 
support, and through our specialist counselling 
services . We help individuals, couples, families and 
children, lead better happier lives. We have recently 
upskilled our team and now offer a unique Autism 
Relationship Counselling service. This supports 
couples where one or both of them are neurodiverse. 
We are about to launch another service that will 
support families with an autistic child. 
With the generous support of the Parish Council we 
have been delivering face to face counselling from the 
Hub. The service is very popular and gives 
convenience to the local residents to access all our 
services. We would love to be able to continue with 
that. 
You will see from the attached reports how well our 
service in Melbourn is going. 
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 What will be the total cost of the above 
project?  

£ 4,850 
  

  If the total cost of the project is more 
than the grant, how will the residue be 
financed?  

Clients who can’t afford the full cost will pay us what 
they can afford and our bursary will make up the rest. 
We will apply our reserves and any grants or 
donations we receive. 

  Have you applied for grant for the 
same project to another organisation?   
If so, which organisation and how 
much?  
 

  No 

  Are 3rd parties necessary to deliver 
your project? If yes, please list 
them.  

 No 

  Who will benefit from the project?   Any resident of Melbourn who needs support – 
individuals, couples, families, children and young 
people. 

  Approximately how many of those who 
will benefit are parishioners?  

  
 All of them 

  
You may use a separate sheet of paper to submit any other information which you feel will 
support this application, please keep this information to 1 page.  
 

Have you previously received a grant from MPC? Yes 

If yes, please give date. 4th November  2024 

If yes and within the previous 12 months, please confirm that the grant has been spent and 
provide a brief report.  

Signed… ….Date…20/11/25 

3rd parties

I/we have been fully consulted about the role attributed to us in this proposal and agree to 
carry it out.  

Name:  

Organisation:  

Name:  







































Turn on to Christmas

1,280

1,280

See seperate sheet

Sponsorship and Melbourn Fete 
Funds

No

Correction - NO 



The Hub

See seperate sheet

See seperate sheet

Jeannie Seers

The Hub

The TOTC committee were granted MPC funds for the event planned 
in 2024.  However due to adverse weather this was cancelled at short 
notice.

6 November 
2025



Supplementary information for the Melbourn Parish Council Grant application for TOTC 2025 

Please find additional information to supplement some of the questions on my application. 

The detailed budget is as follows: 

Father Christmas hire including trailer  200 

Craft Activities  (drawing & colouring resources and materials for 100 children)  30 

Tombola prizes   30 

Additional Christmas Tree lights   400 

Children’s entertainer and party bags  510 

Radio Licence   10 

Signage   50 

Miscellaneous   50 

 1,280 

Turn On To Christmas has been an annual event since 2017. Unfortunately, last year’s event had to be 
cancelled at short notice because of high winds. This highlighted the value of having the event 
underwritten by this grant to protect the working funds of the Fete committee. A sub-group of the 
Melbourn Fete Committee organises TOTC. The event is held at the Hub in association with the Hub 
management, staff and volunteers. The aim is to host a Christmas event for our community, particularly 
those with young families, and to switch on the Christmas Tree lights outside the Hub. We make the event 
free to help families whose finances at this time of year are often under strain. The 2-hour event includes 
children’s craft activities, a subsidised children’s tombola, storytelling and children’s entertainment. New 
this year is a party bag, which will be given to all the young visitors. We are also introducing a festive dress 
competition for both children and adults, and will have prizes for the chosen winner in each category. Live 
festive music will be performed by several local individuals and a choir. The arrival of Father Christmas in 
a light-festooned sleigh to switch on the lights is the highlight of the event. 

This year, for the first time, TOTC has attracted some sponsorship from Cambridge Building Society and 
Octopus Super Loop, who, between them, are funding the cost of both of the village’s Christmas Trees 
and some other elements of the event. 

TOTC is underwritten by the Fete; therefore, a successful grant will allow the Melbourn Fete funds to be 
fully available for planning next year’s village fete, which is well underway. 

The free event is open to the whole community, but is aimed at families with young children. 

There are several hundred who attend. Most of the families walk to the Hub, so this would suggest the 
attendees are mostly from the village. Our marketing is more limited to within the village compared to 
when we publish details of the Summer fete. 
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