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The TOTC committee were granted MPC funds for the event planned 
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Supplementary information for the Melbourn Parish Council Grant application for TOTC 2025 

 

Please find additional information to supplement some of the questions on my application. 

 

The detailed budget is as follows: 

 

Father Christmas hire including trailer          200 

Craft Activities  (drawing & colouring resources and materials for 100 children)     30 

Tombola prizes              30 

Additional Christmas Tree lights           400 

Children’s entertainer and party bags         510 

Radio Licence               10 

Signage              50 

Miscellaneous             50 

              1,280 

 

Turn On To Christmas has been an annual event since 2017. Unfortunately, last year’s event had to be 
cancelled at short notice because of high winds. This highlighted the value of having the event 
underwritten by this grant to protect the working funds of the Fete committee. A sub-group of the 
Melbourn Fete Committee organises TOTC. The event is held at the Hub in association with the Hub 
management, staff and volunteers. The aim is to host a Christmas event for our community, particularly 
those with young families, and to switch on the Christmas Tree lights outside the Hub. We make the event 
free to help families whose finances at this time of year are often under strain. The 2-hour event includes 
children’s craft activities, a subsidised children’s tombola, storytelling and children’s entertainment. New 
this year is a party bag, which will be given to all the young visitors. We are also introducing a festive dress 
competition for both children and adults, and will have prizes for the chosen winner in each category. Live 
festive music will be performed by several local individuals and a choir. The arrival of Father Christmas in 
a light-festooned sleigh to switch on the lights is the highlight of the event. 

This year, for the first time, TOTC has attracted some sponsorship from Cambridge Building Society and 
Octopus Super Loop, who, between them, are funding the cost of both of the village’s Christmas Trees 
and some other elements of the event. 

TOTC is underwritten by the Fete; therefore, a successful grant will allow the Melbourn Fete funds to be 
fully available for planning next year’s village fete, which is well underway. 

The free event is open to the whole community, but is aimed at families with young children. 

There are several hundred who attend. Most of the families walk to the Hub, so this would suggest the 
attendees are mostly from the village. Our marketing is more limited to within the village compared to 
when we publish details of the Summer fete. 






















