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MELBOURN PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Application for Grant  
 

Please note that this application will not be considered unless it is accompanied by a 
copy of the latest set of annual accounts showing the organisations income, expenditure 
and level of balances. If the organisation does not prepare annual accounts, copies of 
the bank statements covering the previous six months must be enclosed. 
 

Name of Organisation Home-Start Royston, Buntingford & South Cambridgeshire  

(incorporated as Home-Start Royston and South Cambridgeshire) 

Name, Address, and 
Status of Contact 

Amanda Hourmand, Fundraiser  

Unit 6, Valley Farm, Station Road, Meldreth, Royston, Hertfordshire 

SG8 6JP 

Telephone Number of 
Contact 

01763 262262 
 

Email contact @hsrsc.org.uk 

Is the organisation a 
Registered Charity?  

Yes 
 

Amount of grant 
requested 

£4,247.82 (Breakdown of Costs attached) 

For what purpose of 
project is the grant 
requested. 

The grant would enable us to provide early-intervention 

home-visiting support to 3 vulnerable Melbourn families facing 

crisis, at a cost of £1,415.94 per family for 9 months of support (the 

average time a family needs our help). 
 

In 2024-25, we supported 12 Melbourn families with home-

visiting; in 2025-26 to date we have already supported 6 Melbourn 

families with home-visiting. 
 

Supported parents struggle with diverse and often complex issues, 

including:  Post-natal depression, depression, anxiety, low self-

esteem, social isolation & loneliness, domestic abuse and many 

other challenges. 
 

The parents’ issues severely impact their children, who often have 

delays in their personal, social and emotional development, 

delayed gross and fine motor skills, mental health issues and/or 

challenging behaviour; many supported children are also 

neurodivergent. 
 

A highly-trained volunteer will meet each family weekly for 2-3 

hours, providing practical, compassionate and emotional support, 

which is non-judgemental, confidential, free and tailored to the 

needs of each family.                                                            cont./…. 
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This support will give families the confidence, tools, knowledge & 

skills to successfully manage their family lives again and access 

mainstream support and community networks. 
 

Our home-visiting support is extremely cost-effective when 
compared against the cost of children in care: The National Audit 
Office found that in 2023-24, the estimated average annual spend 
per child in a children’s home was £318,400.  

What will be the total 
cost of the above 
project? 

£4,247.82 
 

If the total cost of the 
project is more than the 
grant, how will the 
residue be financed? 

N/A 
 
 
 

Have you applied for 
grant for the same 
project to another 
organisation?  
If so, which 
organisation and how 
much? 

No, we have not applied for a grant for home-visiting support for 

these 3 Melbourn families. 

 
 
 
 

Are 3rd parties 
necessary to deliver 
your project? 
If yes, please list them. 

No 
 
 
 

Who will benefit from 
the project?  

3 vulnerable Melbourn families facing crisis, with at least one child 

of 9 or under, will benefit from home-visiting support (more details 

above). 
 

Without our support these families are at risk of family breakdown, 

with children being taken into care, amongst other devastating life-

changing events. 
 

This support will also benefit the wider local community by 

lessening stress/pressure on:  
 
 

• The children's schools 

• Close relatives and friends 

• Parents' Employers 

• Local Health & social services, through less pressure on their 

services. 
 

The home-visiting volunteers themselves will also benefit: 

Developing skills, confidence and a deeper sense of connection 

with the local community, as well as increased wellbeing, personal 

growth and a renewed sense of purpose. 







Home-Start Royston, Buntingford & South Cambridgeshire 
(incorporated as Home-Start Royston & South Cambridgeshire) 
 

Unit 6 Valley Farm, Station Road, Meldreth, Royston, Herts, SG8 6JP 

www.hsrsc.org.uk ▪ Email: admin@hsrsc.org.uk ▪ Tel: 01763 262262 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Melbourn Parish Council Community Benefit Grant Report 
 

Prepared for: Melbourn Parish Council 

Date:   18 March 2025 
 
We are so grateful for your funding in December 2024, which enabled us to provide crucial home-
visiting support to two vulnerable Melbourn families.  One family was referred to Home-Start by 
their Health Visitor and the other family contacted Home-Start themselves. 
 

The families’ diverse and complex issues included: 
 

• Poor Parental Mental Heath 

• Mother struggling with anxiety 

• Multiple birth 

• Finding individual time for each child challenging 

• Children with potentially life-threatening health issues requiring ongoing 

monitoring/treatment 

• Managing complex family relationships 

• Inability to take multiple children out independently 

• Lack of local family support 

• Financial difficulties  

• Mother trying to juggle a business alongside parenting 

• No time to complete household tasks or make calls 

• No time to complete paperwork/forms 

• Mother overwhelmed and finding processing tasks into manageable chunks difficult 

 

The Community Benefit Grant has enabled our highly-trained volunteers to begin meeting with the 
families for 2-3 hours every week, providing bespoke practical and emotional support, which is non-
judgemental, confidential and free. This included: 
 

• Providing a listening ear and emotional support 

• Giving reassurance and positive feedback 

• Helping to feed and bathe the babies 

• Engaging with the children to give Mother time to make calls, prepare important meals 

crucial for managing children’s disabilities 

• Helping the family get out of the house and visit The Hub, walk to the park 

• Enabling parent to have 1-1 time with each child by spending time with each child 

individually 

• Parental support with childcare decision, supporting a plan to return to part-time work 

• Signposting for more specialist support where appropriate 

• Support to find out about and try other local parent/child groups 

• Support to process tasks into manageable chunks 

cont./… 
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The positive changes we have begun to see and hope to see as support continues include:  
 

• Improved Mental Health for mother 

• Mother feeling more on top of important meal prep for babies, alleviating anxiety around 

managing their condition 

• Improved relationships between parents 

• Improved relationships between Mother and other family members 

• Mother more time for each child and feeling less guilty 

• Mother and babies able to leave the house and get out to the park, The Hub and other local 

places 

• Mother happier to support craft activities at home 

• Mother starting to plan a return to work 

• Mother feeling more in control of managing business 

 

To date the parents have given us the following feedback, regarding our support: 

 

“[Our Volunteer] was so lovely with the girls and was so nice to have some company! 

Thank you” 
 

 

 












































