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The Annual Parish Meeting of this Parish was held on Monday 12 May 2025 at 7.30pm

in the Atrium of the Hub, 30 High Street, Melbourn, SG8 6DZ

Present: Clirs Alexander, Barnes, Campbell, Clark (Chair), Coulman, Davey, Hart

Absent: Clir Kanagarathnam

In attendance: Abi Williams (Clerk), Exiting County ClIr van de Ven, County Clir Adam Bostanci, 4 members of
public (MOP), 3 representatives of community groups / charity / grant receivers

MINUTES
Meeting started 19:31

Parisch Council welcome to Melbourn Residents — introducing attending Councillors.
Clir Clark welcomed attendees to the meeting.

To receive apologies for absence.
Apologies were noted from Cllrs Cowley, Kilmurray, Kyprianau, Travis and Wilson.

To receive and approve the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 13 May 2024.
It was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on
13 May 2024 as an accurate record.
Proposed by Clir Barnes, seconded by Cllr Campbell. All in favour.

To receive a report from The Chair of Melbourn Parish Council.
CliIr Clark provided a verbal report. A copy of the Chairs report can be found in the Annual
Report in the supporting documents.

To receive the Annual Report
To include reports from Committees and Working Parties of the Parish Council along with reports
from Parish Council representatives from Village Charities and other organisations as well as
reports from Community Grant awardees.
The Annual Report was received.
Representatives from Triggs Charity, Francis John Clear Almshouses, Homestart and
Community Rail Partnership commented and reported on behalf of their organisations.

To receive reports from District Councillors Hart and Hales and Cambridgeshire County Councillor
Van de Ven.
District Councillor Hart highlighted issues around the Local Government reorganisation and
mentioned grants available from South Cambridgeshire District Council.
Exiting County ClIr van de Ven and County ClIr Bostanci attended.
A copy of the District and County reports can be found in the Annual Report in the
supporting documents.

Open forum — ask questions on matters that affect you and your local community.
Clir Davey asked about vehicles using the new station path — Clir van de Ven confirmed
vehicles have been witnessed using the path. It has been agreed with Greater Cambridge
Partnership that bollards can be placed at the entrance to control access. ACTION:
Meldreth and Melbourn to work together on the project.
MOP commented that dog fouling issues should be mentioned in the Melbourn Magazine.
ACTION: Office to provide article.
MOP requested that Parish Council chair should wear the insignia to public events.
ACTION: Office to locate insignia.
Clir Davey wanted to express thanks to the Wardens for their hard work and good humour
in all that they do.
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Melbourn Parish Council Community Awards 2025.
Community Awards winner were announced as Charlie Borrowdale (The Future is Bright),
Julian Ireland (All-round good egg) and Jenny & Stuart Thame (Community Superstars).
Charlie Borrowdale was in attendance and received the award from Clir Clark.

Close formal meeting — refreshments and informal networking.
The meeting was closed and attendees enjoyed cake, wine and soft drinks.

Meeting closed 20:10
Attendees left 20:50



MELBOURN PARISH COUNCIL
(District of South Cambridgeshire)

The Annual Parish Meeting of this Parish was held on Monday 13 May 2024 at
7.30pm in the Austen Room of the Hub, 30 High Street, Melbourn, SG8 6DZ

Present: CllIrs Clark (Chair), Cowley (Vice Chair), Alexander, Davey, Hart, Kanagarathnam, Kilmurray,
Travis, Wilson

Absent:

In attendance: Alex Coxall (Parish Clerk), Abi Williams (Clerk), County ClIr van de Ven

MINUTES

Meeting started 19:32
To receive any apologies for absence
Apologies were noted from District Councillor Hales, Clir Barnes and Cllir Campbell.

To receive and approve the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 15 May 2023

It was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 15 May 2023
as an accurate record.

Proposed by ClIr Hart. Seconded by Clir Alexander.

For: Clirs Clark, Cowley, Alexander, Davey, Hart, Kilmurray, Travis, Wilson

Abstain: Cllr Kanagarathnam

Report on aspects of the meeting held on 15 May 2023
Thanks were noted for the concerned residents for their work at representing opinion about
the Bruntwood Science Park planning application over the last year.

The chair re-arranged the order of the meeting.

(8.) To receive a report from Cambridgeshire County Councillor van de Ven
County ClIr van de Ven gave a verbal report. The report was noted with thanks.
County ClIr van de Ven left the meeting 19:37

To receive a report from The Chair of Melbourn Parish Council
The report was noted.

To receive reports from the Committees and Working Parties of the Parish Council:
It was noted that all reports could be found in the Annual Report as published on the
Melbourn Parish Council website, or by requesting a copy for the Parish Office.
a) Planning Committee
The report was noted with thanks.
b) Finance & Good Governance Committee
The report was noted with thanks.
c) Maintenance Committee
The report was noted with thanks.
d) HR Panel
The report was noted with thanks. Thanks was recorded to all staff and
service providers for their efforts over the last year.
e) Futures Working Party
The report was noted with thanks.
f) Skate Park Working Party
The report was noted with thanks.
g) MAYD Joint Committee
The report was noted with thanks.
h) Melbourn Timebank
The report was noted with thanks.
i)  Website Working Party (dormant)
The report was noted with thanks. It was noted that the web site project team
may be re-convened in the coming year.
i) Melbourn Play Parks Working Party (dormant)
The report was noted with thanks.
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To receive reports from the Parish Council representatives on Village Charities and Other
Organisations:
a) Triggs Charity (Gillian Morland)
It was note that Phil Stewart prepared the report and it was noted with thanks.
b) Martins Charity (Parish Clerk)
The report was noted with thanks.
¢) John Clear Alimshouses (Mavis Howard)
The report was noted with thanks.
d) Melbourn Mobile Warden Scheme (Colin Conner)
The report was noted with thanks.
e) Melbourn Community Hub (John Travis)
The report was noted with thanks.
f)  Melbourn & Meldreth Lunch Club (Jeannie Sears)
The report was noted with thanks.
g) Grants awarded in 2023/24 and how the money has been spent.
The report was noted with thanks.

To receive reports from District Councillors
District Cllr Hart gave a verbal report. The report was noted with thanks.

To receive a report from Cambridgeshire County Councillor Van de Ven
Item moved to 4.

To consider any matters brought before the Annual Parish Meeting

Cllr Cowley asked about the South Cambs District Council position on the closure of
Melbourn Sports Centre. District Cllr Hart commented that talks were underway with
interested parties and SCDC were offering support for the situation. The Parish Office has
communicated with Cam Academy Trust twice and is currently awaiting a response. Parish
Council facilities have been made available to local sports teams to try and support them
during this time.

Public Forum
No members of the public were present.

Community Awards

Community Award winners were announced as Grace Brown (The Future is Bright) and Jay
Coulman (Community Superstar) — arrangements have been made to present the awards to
both parties at a future date.

Meeting closed 19:54



ANNUAL REPOR
2025

Melbourn Parish Councill

Melbourn Community Hub, 30 High Street,
Melbourn, Cambridgeshire, SG8 6DZ

www.melbournparishcouncil.gov.uk




TABLE OF CONTENTS

Annual report from The Chair of Melbourn Parish Council —Cllr Clark

Reports from Committees & Working Parties of the Parish Council

Planning Committee

Maintenance Committee

HR Panel

Futures Working Party

Skate Park Working Party

MAYD Joint Committee

Trigg’s Charity

Martins Charity

Community Allotment

Melbourn Bowls Club

Melbourn Bell Repair

Melbourn Fete

Turn on to Christmas

Mix Music

Home-Start Royston

Melbourn Magazine

Royston Rugby Club

Melbourn Football Club

District Council Report 2025

5
Finance & Good Governance Committee 6
7
8
9
10
11
Timebank and MACS (Melbourn Action Community Support) 12
To receive reports from the Parish Council Representatives on Village Charities and Other Organisations 14
14
15
Francis John Clear AlImshouses 15
Melbourn & District Warden Scheme 17
Melbourn Community Hub 18
Melbourn & Meldreth Lunch Club 26
Melbourn Action Community Support (MACS) 26
Community Rail Partnership 28
39
Grants Awarded in 2024 —2025 and how the money was spent 41
Melbourn United Reformed Church 42
Melbourn Primary School (MPS) PTFA 43
43
Melbourn Dynamos Football Club 44
St George’s Allotment Association, Melbourn 45
47
49
49
50
Relate (Relationship Counselling Cambridgeshire) 59
62
63
Melbourn Village College Squash Club 64
64
65
66
County Council Annual Report 2025 70
74

Annual Community Awards 2025




ANNUAL REPORT FROM THE CHAIR OF
MELBOURN PARISH COUNCIL — CLLR
CLARK

Another year has gone by. | would like to start this year’s report as in previous years by
thanking all our staff for their continued professionalism, enthusiasm and diligence. Our
new Clerk Abigail Williams our Deputy Clerk Alex Coxall and our Responsible Financial
Officer (RFO) Shelley Coulman are all making a difference, their contributions are positive
and we are seeing an evolving office team dedicated to supporting our village as | have
outlined hereunder. We have also recently recruited a new administrator, Lucy Capper, to
support the Clerk and RFO. Her contribution is already being seen as very positive. This
year has not been without its challenges. Our village is expanding we have seen the
Hopkins Homes development, Victoria Heights and Rosemary place sites now all fully
occupied. As the Parish looks to take over some of the maintenance areas on these new
sites. We are fortunate to have good contractors working with our Wardens to ensure that
we keep our village looking good.

The Parish is in the process of changing its operating and accounting platforms, this is a
large task transferring all our records and financial processes onto the new systems. The
decision was taken to undertake these changes to ensure we can future proof our
processes as the village expands. The office team are currently working very hard to
complete the changes necessary to migrate to the new platforms. This is no small task,
however, we are confident that these changes will benefit the efficiency of our operations
going forward.

| would also like to thank our Timebank and Community Coordinator Stephanie Trayhurn,
for all of her continued efforts. Stephanie has continued to grow this scheme. The figures
show the recorded hours for March of this year were 786. This is an amazing number of
hours where people have been helping each other through the scheme. There are many
other events and functions going on. This is a brilliant scheme for local likeminded people
to get together.

Meanwhile our Wardens have been busy ensuring the village is looked after, they are out
in all weathers ensuring we have a village to be proud of. By the way, we are not

responsible for the potholes and pavements!. That said along with our District and County
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Councillors we are continually lobbying the authorities to take action in these areas to

improve safety on both pavements and roads.

This brings me to the areas where you all can help. Please report issues of potholes and
pavement issues on the District and County Councils websites. The more items that get
raised the more likelihood we will get some more action from the authorities.

| am also pleased to advise you that our new speed restrictions are having the desired
effect we are seeing a marked improvement in drivers slowing down through the village.
The new gateway signs that have been introduced on Cambridge Road, are also
contributing. People are starting to see this as a village not just a clearway. It is not
perfect, but we are seeing a difference. So, thank you to all those drivers who are

supporting us in our initiative to make our village a safe place to walk and cycle through.

Unfortunately, there are some issues which we need to address, one is dog fouling. This is
unacceptable, people not collecting their dogs waste when walking on the playing fields
and green areas, and in some cases the pavements. There is no excuse for this
behaviour. It should not be left to the football teams to clear up the mess before games.
Please if you are out enjoying a walk with your dog, take the appropriate tools with you to
ensure that their waste is not just left behind where others may well be walking. Finally on
this note, the play areas are not for dogs. There are signs identifying that dogs are not
allowed in these areas. This is not the Parish Council just being authoritarian, it is for
justifiable health and safety reasons. So please tie the dogs up OUTSIDE the play areas,
thank you all for making the play areas a healthy safe place for our young users.

It just leaves me to say, if you are interested in helping outin the village there are still a

couple vacancies on the Parish Council. Please come along and talk to us about what is

involved. We look forward to hearing from you.

ey
:

Graham Clark, Chair of Melbourn Parish Council.



REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES & WORKING
PARTIES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

Planning Committee

Members of public and how many

(no names need to be given)

N/A

Meeting dates to present

10 June 2024, 8 July 2024, 12 August 2024, 9 September
2024, 7 October 2024, 11 November 2025, 9 December
2024, 20 January 2025, 10 February 2025, 10 March 2025,
7 April 2025, 6 May 2025 (not yet held)

Overview / Report of what the
Committee / WP has been doing to

date

Consider all planning applications submitted within the
bounds of the Parish and larger applications close to the
borders. Support or object to the applications on good
planning grounds and make comments on behalf of the
Parish Council.

In the year 2024/5, the Planning Committee considered 76
planning applications — including tree works and multiple
Discharge of Conditions applications for the major
developments within the village. We have supported the
majority of applications with or without comment, and
submitted objections to 10 applications. The planning
committee has also considered the land transfers of open
spaces in the major developments.

There have been 62 Notifications of Decisions received
from the Greater Cambridge Shared Planning (GCSP) — an

increase on the previous year.

Any future proposals of what they

are going to do

Continue to monitor all applications within the Parish —
especially the larger applications and hold existing
developments to account where Conditions are not being

met.

Prepared by: ClIr Steve Kilmurray, Chair Planning Committee.



Finance & Good Governance Committee

Members of public and how many Max 7 Councillors. No members of the public.

(no names need to be given)

Meeting dates to present 17 June 2024, 4 November 2024, 16 December 2024,
22 April 2025
Overview / Report of what the Reviewing Parish Council spending to ensure value for

Committee / WP has been doing to money.

date Review income streams (Cemeteries, Little Hands, match
fees for football pitches, Pavilion rental and allotments).
Reviewing the annual budget and recommending the
precept to Full Council.

Regular review of policies.

Monitoring of the Asset Register and the Asset
Management Reserve.

Verifying all statutory information is published.

Review effectiveness of the internal and external audits.
Checking the quarterly VAT refund has been submitted.
Support office in transition from EDGE to Rialtas.

Any future proposals of what they Continue to review all activities of the PC to ensure good

are going to do governance and prudent finance.

Prepared by: Abigail Williams on behalf of Clir Muhilan Kanagarathnam, Chair Finance & Good Governance

Committee.



Maintenance Committee

Members of public and how many

(no names need to be given)

3 members of the public and MPC warden representatives.

Meeting dates to present

18 April 2024, 16 May 2024, 13 June 2024, 18 July 2024,
15 August 2024, 19 September 2024, 17 October 2024, 21
November 2024, 23 January 2025, 13 February 2025, 13
March 2025 (Inquorate), 17 April 2025

Overview / Report of what the
Committee / WP has been doing to

date

The committee continues to address routine and non-
routine maintenance issues that are both planned and
emergency. This includes maintaining genera maintenance
contracts and the servicing of LEAP (local equipment

areas for play) and LAP (local areas for play) spaces.

The operating budget was underspent over the year —
Wardens have taken on more maintenance projects with
less reliance on funding contractors. Tree works have been
less than budgeted with future works planned for the next

financial year.

The 3-year village maintenance contract was tendered and
awarded in June 2024 — parcels of land are quoted and

added as they are acquired by the Council.

The Strategic Green Belt area of land on Hopkins Homes
was transferred to MPC in October 2024. Other areas of
green space for transfer have been proposed, the terms of

this transfer are being negotiated with the developer.

Asset management projects have included improving the
Litte Hands car park area, updating bins across the village,
mending benches and the refurbishment of the shelter on
The Moor.

Stockbridge Meadows continues with the application to be

designated as a Local Nature Reserve.

Any future proposals of what they

are going to do

Future projects include improving the street scene at The
Cross with new flower tubs, maintenance of the Little
Hands building at The Moor and ongoing bin

replacements.

Prepared by: Abigail Williams on behalf of Clir John Travis, Chair Maintenance Committee.




HR Panel

Members of public and how many

(no names need to be given)

No members of public

5 Councillors (Max 5)

Meeting dates to present

The HR Panel meets most months and more frequently
when responding to recruitment and appraisal/performance
management duties.

Both Zoom and in-person meetings continue to be used to
facilitate HR Panel contact.

All staff appraisals and performance review meetings are
in-person. (The HR Panel lead on Clerk and Financial
Officer reviews and a representative is present at meetings

where the Clerk takes the lead).

Overview / Report of what the
Committee / WP has been doing to

date

Following recommendation made at last year’s annual
appraisals for both Clerks, a decision was made to move to
a Clerk and Deputy Clerk model. Both the Clerk and
Deputy Clerk started their Certificate in Local Council
Administration, CiLCA, training this month with a view to
completing in the next 18 months: Melbourn Parish Council
will then have 2 qualified Clerks.

In line with our Terms of Reference, the HR Panel, in
consultation with the Clerk, identified the need for a part-
time (10 hours per week) Finance/Office Administrator to
primarily support the Finance Officer. This role was
advertised locally, and several quality applications were
received. We successfully recruited following interviews,
and the role officially commenced in October 2024.

A member of the HR Panel has monthly meetings with the
Clerk to identify any concerns or areas that require
support. The HR Panel now has its full complement of
Councillors — many thanks to Clir Barnes for joining us and
sitting in on recent appraisal meetings to get an overview
of how these are conducted. Thanks also to Clir Davey for
expressing an interest to join the HR Panel at a future

date.

Any future proposals of what they

are going to do

To continue to support the Clerk via regular meetings with
a member of the panel.
To follow guidance from the Clerk regarding policy

updates.

Prepared by: ClIr Sally Ann Hart, Chair HR Panel.




Futures Working Party

Members of public and how many

(no names need to be given)

One member of the public plus

5 Councillors (Max 5)

Meeting dates to present

The Futures working Party (FWP) does not have specific
meeting periods or dates. The group does meet regularly
at least every quarter, additional meetings will take place if

there is a specific objective.

Overview / Report of what the
Committee / WP has been doing to

date

The group has had a busy year, we have been working
closely with the office to present a new LHI application.
This request is about introducing more safety measures
around the Primary School. We are awaiting a meeting
with the LHI team to explore what options may be
available. This will be subject to a successful application.
We have introduced new gateway features on the
Cambridge road access to the village. The aim is to identify

to motorists that they are entering a village.

Any future proposals of what they

are going to do

We will be looking at the LHI application (if successful). We
will also be reviewing the possibility of introducing outdoor
gym equipment. This will be for all age groups and will be
located on one of our green bet areas. We will also be
exploring what facilities are available for setting up a youth
club in the future. We will also be working with the office on

new initiatives that may well fit within the remit of the FWP.

Prepared by: Clir Graham Clark, Chair Futures Working Party.




Skate Park Working Party

Members of public and how many

(no names need to be given)

There were 4 Councillors and 5 members of the public

involved.

Meeting dates to present

The Working party (SPW) did not have regular meeting
slots. The group met when necessary to discuss progress
and review data. The group met at least once every

quarter. Adhoc meetings would be held if required.

Overview / Report of what the
Committee / WP has been doing to

date

This was the second attempt to identify whether there was
any village interest in progressing with a skate park
initiative. The first attempt had very little response less
than a 100 responses from the village. The approach this
time was to mail shot all households within the village of
Melbourn, delivery was made to 2500 houses. The
initiative was also reported on Facebook and local
advertising boards. Unfortunately, the uptake once again
was very low. There was only 182 replies of which around
35% were against the initiative. It was concluded with such
a low interest the likelihood of obtaining grant funding and
or external funding was extremely unlikely. It was then
decided by the working party that it was not in the village

interest to pursue this initiative further.

Any future proposals of what they

are going to do

It was agreed to look at alternate initiatives. The Parish
office would contact the S106 officer to see if there was the
possibility of getting the current S106 funds reallocated to
an alternative initiative, such as outside gym equipment.
This initiative is currently being reviewed by the Futures

working party.

The Skate Park Working Party will remain dormant.

Prepared by: Clir Graham Clark, Chair Skate Park Working Party.




MAYD Joint Committee

Members of public and how many

(no names need to be given)

No lay public — includes Parish Councillors from Shepreth,
Meldreth and Melbourn, District and County Councillors
from Cambridgeshire, Youth delivery contractors and

Cambridge County Council Youth Services.

Meeting dates to present

22 May 2024, 30 January 2025

Overview / Report of what the
Committee / WP has been doing to

date

The Joint Committee continues to tackle the provision of
youth service options to cater for the local youth

community.

Foxton Parish Council decided to step back from the Joint

Committee at this time.

Mix Music DJ Workshop continues to provide a safe space
to experiment with music and develop skills in business,
marketing, arts and crafts. Providing an environment to
socialise and build confidence. Workshops run on a
Monday evening from the Pavilion. Mix Music have been
able to offer other services to the community, including
hosting daytime discos and providing DJ services for local

volunteer groups.

The Connections Bus was contracted to provide a mobile
youth club (Tuesday evenings at Melbourn Village
College). Unfortunately, the rather historic buses used did
not pass the MOT resulting in a hiatus of the service. New
buses were secured and renovated through the service
and will commence visits from April 2025. The service is
extremely popular with young people, and we hope the

new buses provide even more opportunities.

Any future proposals of what they

are going to do

It is planned to continue with the services above. Research
is taking place into the development of youth provision in
the area via extending or renovating parish buildings and

by the introduction of a Youth Community Worker.

Prepared by: Abigail Williams on behalf of Clir John Travis, Chair MAYD Joint Committee.




Timebank and MACS (Melbourn Action Community Support)

Prepared by: Stephanie Trayhurn, Timebank and Community Coordinator

L

Highlights

On —going weekly & monthly activities Membership

Total Hours exchanged







TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE PARISH
COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON VILLAGE
CHARITIES AND OTHER ORGANISATIONS

Trigg’s Charity

The Trigg’s Charity was set up in 1821 by John Trigg of Melbourn who left £2,000 for the

establishment of a school for poor children in Melbourn, Meldreth and a six mile radius in

South Cambridgeshire. The school was held in a barn but in 1854 was superseded by an

infant’s school built by John Mortlock and the Trigg's Charity money was distributed in the
form of prizes, Arithmetic or Woodwork for the boys and needlework for the girls.

Occasionally money was given for a scholarship to a Cambridge school. Nowadays, the
money is more likely to be requested for library, classroom or playground equipment or
computer accessories. Each year the charity is restricted to dispersing only the interest on
our capital investment, so not huge sums.

The Trigg's Charity demands a moiety between the Melbourn and Meldreth Schools and
the other schools in the area.

In 2024 the Trigg's Charity once again invited applications from the nine local schools
eligible for grants. The trustees awarded grants of varying amounts totalling £7,166 to all
eight schools who applied to support a number of exciting projects, including contributions
towards replacement outdoor playground equipment, reading books, school trips, laptops,
music workshops and live music performances.

The charity will be reaching out to the schools again this year to invite applications and
hopes for a similar high response rate and existing range of grant funded activities that the
charity can at least in part help facilitate.

Phil Stewart
Treasurer and Secretary

On behalf of the Trigg's Charity




Martins Charity
The opening balance on 1st April 2017 - £21.55

The closing balance on 31st March 2018 - £21.55

The Clerk

25 April 2025

Francis John Clear Almshouses

Annual Report to Melbourn Parish Council 2025

This is my FORTY NINTH Annual Report from the Trustees of the Almshouses to the
Parish Council. Don’t hold your breath for next year!

Abi asked me to prepare a short report for the Parish Council, but as this year we
celebrate the Centenary of the Almshouses | thought | would not take any notice of that, |
am giving you the whole Shebang and am still only on about 1,000 words.

The Almshouses were formally opened at 4 pm on Thursday 18th June 1925 before “a
gathering of members of the Clear family, a large number of the official leaders of the
village life and a good proportion of others interested in the important event including the
four old ladies elected to be the first occupants” among whom was the delightfully named
Mrs. Christmas. Mr Clear said that his uncle Francis had always wanted to make provision
for the women of Melbourn (?!). Reading the subsequent paragraphs of praise for the
selfless life of philanthropy | felt they should have been sanctified. They lived simply,
honestly, quietly, active in mind and body with a kindly interest in all human lives around
them!

Well, enough of that.

When | joined the Board of Trustees the Almshouses were struggling. By 1985 the oil-fired
central heating (installed in the 1960s) was extremely expensive to run and finances were
becoming a worry. | was a District Councillor at the time and asked SCDC if they would
like to purchase the cottages and incorporate them into their housing stock but there were
problems. We sought permission of the Charity Commission to wind up the Charity and
sell the properties, but they would not hear of it and eventually we wrote to the National
Association of Almshouses telling them of our plight and the then Director, Mr. Flatley,
immediately arranged a meeting with us.



This charming man, with whom | became quite chummy, arranged for a £4,000 grant to
install a modern gas fired central heating system in 1985 and from that moment we began
to flourish. I am quite proud of having made two contributions to the property, one was the
erection beneath the commemorative stone of a plaque announcing the property as
“CLEAR COTTAGES” which removed the 'poorhouse’ connotation and the other was the
addition of outside doors to the small entrance lobby which made a huge difference to the
use of the kitchen and warmth of the property.

We flourished to a point where we felt we had enough money to add a fifth unit at the far
end, an exciting idea. However the neighbours objected, and the plan never came to
fruition. But we did make huge improvements — double glazed windows and doors,
increased insulation in the loft, new porches on the back, new kitchen fittings etc. Mr.
Flatley continued to take an interest in us right up to his retirement —I don’t know what we
would have done if he had not come to our rescue.

When the end property no. 55 became vacant we spent £26,000 on altering the internal
layout with a wetroom and new kitchen although we retained as many of the 1920’s
features as possible.. Soon after we spent the money a Quinquennial inspection told us
that we needed a new roof —well, we had just spent all our money but again the NAA came
to our rescue. When we applied to them to release some of our investments, they said
they would rather make us an interest free loan to be repaid over two years which we
repaid with ease.

A year later the lady in no. 57 inherited a house and moved out so once more we did
another major upgrade and again, rather than us selling shares the NAA offered us a
£10,000 interest free loan.

We chugged along happily until last year when our longest serving resident died and
another lady moved to a retirement home, so we had the two as yet unmodernised
properties vacant and ripe for renovation. When no. 61 was almost finished, | took the
opportunity of inviting members of the Parish Council to come and have a look round the
apartment —something which has never happened before in my memory. Unfortunately,
only ClIr John Travis was able to come, with two deputy clerks and | think they were very
impressed with what they saw. | think | would be correct in saying every single workman
we have had on site has asked if he could put his name down for a unit -but we are able to
say Ladies Only!

We have a small but dedicated and reliable team of contractors who have carried out our
repairs and maintenance for many years. The boilers and smoke alarms are regularly
checked and we keep the front hedge well-trimmed back.

Recently we demolished a redundant chimney and are about to embark on renewing the
concrete surrounding the building at an overall cost of some £8,000 and then, no doubt,
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we shall have to repaint the property. As any house owner knows, there is always
something to be done.

We debated whether to hold a small party for our Centenary but meeting on site would be
weather dependent (never a good idea) so have decided to make a presentation to each
of our Licencees. | have asked the Melbourn Magazine to give us the front cover of the
Autumn issue and maybe once and for all we can convince people that the cottages at
Sheepshead Row are NOT the village Almshouses!

John Poley was appointed a Trustee 12 months ago and has proved to be a great asset to
the team. Brenda Meliniotis is still our dedicated Chairman and Arthur Alderton continues
to control our finances. It would be rather fun to complete my 50 years as yaur
representative, but | am giving you due warning that definitely sooner rather than later you
are going to have to get one of your Councillors to take over my role!

Mavis Howard

March 2025

Melbourn & District Warden Scheme

MELBOURN
& DISTRICT
WARDEN

SCHEME

Supporting the elderly and mobility impaired to remain independent in their home.

MDWS currently has 54 clients and can now offer its services to the villages of Melbourn,
Meldreth, Shepreth, Whaddon, Barrington, Harston, Hauxton, Orwell, Grantchester,
Haslingfield, and Foxton.

Services offered include regular face-to-face visits, daily phone calls, monitoring of health
and safety, as well as providing practical errands, emotional support, and signposting to
other support and well-being services.

For last December's Christmas outing, we took the MDWS clients for a lovely lunch at The
Sheene Mill in Melbourn. The wonderful setting and well renowned reputation of this
venue made our clients feel thoroughly spoilt. Transport for so many people is always a
challenge, especially for some of our less mobile clients, but our wardens and trustees
were all on hand to assist. Our clients enjoyed the opportunity to catch up with old friends
and make some new ones. We will shortly begin planning our next outing for the summer
months.



I

Following the recent retirement of our long-standing Head Warden, Jeannie Seers, | am
excited to have stepped into her shoes and look forward to seeing where the future takes
our scheme. With the funding challenges that lay ahead, we need to protect this vital
community-based service and ensure its continuation for our vulnerable people.

Deb Stewart

Head Warden, Melbourn & District Warden Scheme

Melbourn Community Hub






HhelLgTYy

Ye TfghaZz TaweaXaW gKT" exfcbaWazZ cebNkff\baT |
d d XM T_XazZxf IWXWU exZh TeWK TaWcXT*f \a bhe
cbchTeVIK Lb™ XeXveh\' XagbYTWAgbaT fgrw[ Tf
UXXa aXVXffTd do "XXc cTVX|j \d MoV Xa WhgXf TaWVTIK
fXa WXWK TaWM XTccblag XaghY@X ~ T=bj \azTf
AhUF TaTZXed ¥ | XTe [ Tf [ TWT cbf\di X\' cTvgba d X
W do WII cengVT_ TaTzX XagbYd Xbi Xer_AhuU

bc XeTdba

Hhe<b™ ° ha\g E\UeTd

\f TAX fXd\WXj \d \a M XAhUf cbegb \b B TVWNQba ¢
cebi \WaZ TWXFf ¢b Ta Xkgaf\i X Ubb” f oV d Tg¥f
exZh_ Tel eXeXf[ XWd X \UeTd i b hagiXd bezTalf X ¥exx
" XXgd XThd beXi Xad fb d XchU\WVTa ™ XXgTaw
XTea ™ beXTUbhgd Xj be*bYchUY[ XWThd bé M X
fXa \WXfhccheg@XWUl T TeZX g T bYi b hagiXe
\aVhWazZ F TaW j [behaf d Xj XX*| fdgod @ X Ye
d XhaWkepf

Kbb™ AleX

eX' Taf fgrluXUhgd XeX¥ Yhef XeVTcTWd Ti V\TUX do
TTKY X [WM W UXaZj betxWbha M X VWKWTgKW

T XVWT feTVX VeXTgWba d X ZebhaWYbbeTf cTegbY
AXTd TgM X AhU \agTgi X VbagahXf do ZXaXeTgxX
eXzh Te\avb™ X¥h™ d XGAL UbV Ubb™Maz d Tg

eX Taf \ac TVX P XX* | bhgXTV fXa \WXf Tfb
VbaggUhgX go ébb™ [ \eX\avh™ X

>i Xadf

Mebag <[&fg Tf Guli\acTepXd[\cj \d

F XUbhea ?XgX fT) Tabd XeYraglfdvwb™ ~ had
ctheabhgdo Xalbl = hf\V * h_XW \aXTaW \aVXWc\Xf
chf M \Wea f TVdi \gXf Wh_ \aTdaz\ad Xfj \gv[ ba
d X<[e&fg Tf X V[ g HJ XeXi Xad TaWwTVdi \gXxf
d ébhZ[ d XI XTe\aVhWKWM X AhU cebi WaZ VTgxéaZ Tg
F XUbhea ?XgX\a d Xfh™ ° Xe bheTaahT <[ &fg Tf
<eng?TeTaW Tebhf cbc hc f[ bcf Hhecbch TeTey
Xk[ \WWdbaf WhadahX db UX Ubb "XWhc TgYbeTg XTfgT
| XTeT] XTW: ceb]XVheTaWTezXfVexXXaj Tf Tfb
TWAWad d X: ggh™ Yehf XTgchUW Xi Xag

ceXf Xagrgbaf ¥b" i\f\daZ Thd be TaW XT d

ceb¥Xf f\baTf Xgv

Ob_hagxXef

TeXT VehWT_XX XagbYbheAhUUhf\aXff = bWK_M X
AhUj Tf cebhWh UXab™ \aTgdWhed X; ; < F TAXT
=\YWXeXaVX: ] Tew ‘e\gf WoagUhdba ¢ i b hagkxéaz
TaW TWK\gch d X ¥aT Yohe Ob hagixeaZ TgM XAhU
cebi WKf becebeha\gXf YoecXbe XbYTi TexXd bYTZXf Taw
TUWIX \ad X \UeTd VXK TaWTgM X AhU ¥oagWkf» :

i \gT_eb X\f cXebe XWU BaWILT fbaj [ b cebi WK
Xff XagT AhUTW \a\f geTgba fhccbeg [ TaWaZ

Vb™ ° ha\VTgbaf \agp TaWbhgbYM X AhU TaWebb®
UbbMazf P XVWbhagdahXWghj XVWb™ XfX XeT_| bhaz
cXbc XYej bet XkeXeXavxXc TVX Xad beYed Xe=h"X
bY>Walhez[ Tj TeW P [\fgj X[ Ti XTf\Za\\VTag

ah™ UXebYi b hagXd d XexXveh\g XagbYcXbc X

i b hagXeaz ed XVTXeX Taf T \pgX™ beX

V[ T XazZ\aZ

F Te*XdazZ 2 | éb” bgba

VbagahXf g eXVXi X TgiXagbaj \d d X Tgg P [ Tgf ba
\aYbe Tgba TUbhgXi Xad TaWF Xd Wxf chU\f[ XWba bhe
XZh Tel eXXF[ XW[ XUF\gX TaWba fbWAT * XWT LbWT
* XWT TEb hf XWeh ceb” bgk VIV YobWF ¢ XWT_b Vet
Xi Xag TaWebb® [\eX P X cebi WK TegV Xf YoeTaw

TW Xedf X AhUXi Xagf \a d eXX bVT > TZTreXf c hf

W g8UngX bWTT\baT XTYXd TVebff g Xi\ TZX

?hgheX Hhgbb?

\f bcd” gV F TaTZX XagcebVXFfXf TaWcengvxf Tex
Yhed Xef ggXazd XaXwWj \d d X[ Xc bYd XTWhgbaT f™\ f
eXvXagl \a]JXvgWagh d X TaTZX XaggkT- c hf d X
Tccblag XaghYT WKWWVTGXWAhU ™ TaTZXe HheTaahT_
Vhidh™ Xef Tdgf YIVoba fhe XI XafheXf d Tgj XTeX
Mgla\aZ gobhevhfdy™ Xd j [b[ Ti Xc XTf\aZl eTgiwhf
[\Z[ 1 TZTa d ¥ | XTe B cebi X Xagbccbgha\gXf ¢
VK Xa WXf TeXbazZb\aZ ¢ Zéhj Yhed XeggTVWK TaWM Xc
\Vbhagked XYaTaWT_M T_XazXf d TgXk\fg\a d X VhesxXag
VI TgX M X* TaTzZX XaggXT" \f Tfbj beMaZ ¢b f Xvhex
d X¥YaTaV\T_cheXbYd X Xf gru¥f [ XWTaWF hWXF fYh_
AXTd TgM XAhU cTepXd[\cj \d F XdWTal & Td
<TeXGXg be* M ¥ j \_UXaX¥gM XAhUTaWg X



A: MA d XVb_TUbeTgba UXG XXa F X Ubhea AhUTaWF XaWTa | & Td <TeXGXg be* & <G VbagahXf ¢
fhccheyeXf WKag j \J V[ ebalV[ XTd VbaWgbaf * Xagl [ XTd TaWwbd Xej WiKeWKgke \aTad bY[ XTd fhV[ Tf
YaTaVxf TaWX c bl Xag Bicebi WK bVT_Vb® ° hald | UTF XWbhgXTV[ ¢\ cebi X TWIXFf g Xd WXF FhV[ Tf
X cbl® XagfhccbegV\aMf <\griXaf : W\WX i TWAaTgba V\a\f * XabcThf XVTYK [ XTd ceb” bgba [ XTd

V[ XV gTMaz d XeTe\WF TaW' bex M X\a\gTai X UdaZf VTeX VbfXedh d XVb' * had \' cebi\aZ TWXIf\W\J ¢
TZebj \aZ €TazZXbY[ XTd ceb’ bgaZ f Xa WxF

M XAhUf WOAWTGOMEXTG Xagebb™ [ TF VbagahXWip [ bf gcTgXag UxaxX¥gaZ ¥o® @ fhezxd ahef\az V\aWi
b¥eaz f Xd WX \aVhWaz c[ XUogr® | f* XTegfd 2 fhcheXeX bi Tf Xov =\TUXgF V[ XWf c[ | f\bg XeTcl

S Xagl [ XTd Taw: ni X Xef V\aWF TeXTib T exzh Te¥KTcheX M X\aVeXTf\aZ | cbch Te@ XW XabcThf X
V\aWV[ Tf cebi XWTi\gT fhccbegefb® Tal bvTj b Xa

M XAhUcebi Xf cbchTezXaXeT | j \d cTgXad j [b W™ ~ Xagba d XeXTkXWF XggaZ TaWbYWohd Xd X

Ti \TW\ bYWbYX TaVWTAX Bigkexf daZ 1 d XcTgXag WWabgTggKaW elfgX YoeF X Ubhea fhezXd Ubb XW
Tccblag Xadg fV XWh XWTgM XAhU [ Tf UXXa f\Za\XWTagl bj Xed Ta Yed bf XTccblag Xadg f\V[ XWWh XWTgd X
@ fhezxd edaYaaz d Xcbf\gi X ¥OMUTV eXVXi XWHDh™ cToXad

A: MA ?hgheX

Mo Xi ThTgX TaWdhTag¥ d X VheeXag\" cTVgTaWbhgvb™ Xf bYAXT d Tgd XAhU TfgxXeaz Zebhc j Tf
Yoe XWAai b il\az M XAhU | <G Lbhg <T Uf =\fgaVg<bhaW_TaWd X BgXxZeTgXWGX\Z[ Ubheg bbW

| eb]XVgoXT b \aYoe \gf fgeTgXZ\V c Taa\aZ TaWUh\ W X VTf X Yoe Yheg Xelai Xfg Xag M X Zebhc

[ Tf Xa M gXWg XfhccbegbYKbf X KXZXaXeTgba Ta XVbab™ \WWXi Xbc™ XagUnhflaXff j [bj \_TaTl\X
d Xbhgvb™ Xf bYA: MA gb Xi \WKaVX\g fbWT_i ThXhf\aZz TaTdbaT_| exXVbzZa\f XWXi T hTgba flfgX

o [ Xc fhcecbegYhgheX YnaWaz




AXTd 2 P X UXaZ
| TegpXd [ \cf

XAhU[ Tf [ Tf Yoe XWAXI cTegaXef [ \cf
by Xe[ XTg TaWj X_UX\aZ fXe \VXf ¢ Tg

UXaXYgdg XVb™ ~ ha\d

P XVbadahXdy Wo_TUbelgXj \d TaW bfgd XGAL
i TWAaTdod ba gohe WK\i X8aZ f XTfbaT_<bi \Wu
i TWAaTgba j T”\a ViaWM exfh gaz\a fXi Xel _
d bhf TaW bYcXbc X exXvXi\aZ T <bi \W]|TU ¢o WI'gX

i \d GhY¥XWAXTd M XAhUJ[ Tf [ bf gXWj X_TegKaVWKW

Xad bYXeXWXXdh d XW™ * hald db cebi WK TW VX

Tdba ¥b™ fcXWT N g TUbhgtaXX TaW \c eXc TVX Xad
TaWUeXTfg[ XTd Tj TeXaxff

F XUbhea AhUT eX Tgbaf[ \cf Zb ¥b' fgXazd &
fgxazd j \d TW\VXTaWvbhaf X \aZ f Xd Wxf fhv[ Tf
Ti X\aVhWKWAXT G | Rbh <\gnxa f : WWX KXTXTAWKTCX <&f\f | [ b eXvbZalf X
bYXeaZ [ XTd M XV TaWF \aW<I LE d XUXaX¥g bYd XAhUT Wi F\UX Tawf TWF XggaZ

fhccbeyaz ™ Xagl [ XTd
. M XAhU® Taghaf VbfX \arf j \d bVT fXd WXf fh\V[

EbVT \bhaWf fh\] [ <bhaW_ Tf <b” * ha\d Lhccbgg¥e=X XadT d XF bl X

& [bbj ad XUn\WaZ' TaWLbhd <T Uf =\f 8\Wgy PTaMalLV X X <b * had MeTafcbegg M XUTa”

<bhaW TeXi Xd * hV[ cTepXd \a[ Xc\aZ ¢ fhecbey bezTalf Xef bYd Xj X UXazj T f TaW?bbWiTa” g
d XAhUf YacheX [ Xc WeXvgeXbe Xj [ XeXd XFX™ TI UXbY] Xc




LgTW2 Ob hagxxd

M XAhUf fgniTaW b hagdd ghl TexXd X \WUbbWbYM XAhU fhccbaedazd X
bcXelgba bYd XVTY d X \Ueld eXvixcgba TaWbYeaZ TW\baT fhccbage

TW \a¥ geTdba TegXk[ \Ugbaf X Xad TaWxX Xai b hadrd Vi \aZd [ Xcfb™ XbY4
b Weef WKad TaiaWha[ VhUXTV] j XX*

Ob hagx@aZ \bagdUhgd doj Tew cbf\di X© Xadr [ XTd TaW X UXaZTaW X[
UXaWK\Z[ gWhj XWoo XTiTeXd bYi bhagddd b T_TZXZeéohcf UTV'Zebhg
TaW bhazZ cXbc Xbaj be* XkcxaXavx

P Xj XeX\agT | hfgbaXbYTi Xd TezXah® UXebYxagiag UngTeV[ Te®[ a MeTi ¥ j TF \agkd \ XWIT c TegbYq Xebhawbax
FXXMba ceVXFf M XAhUj TF WK\Z[ gAth YaWig XYeehZed flaz g § Xaxkgf IZXTaW XeXd Xa TUbhgkl T TrxWraw
XAVGAMD YaWbhe Xi XF \a g XY¥aT Bhe; ; < KIMb<T WAVXF[&XVT Xcp M XAhUTaW TWKTf[begX j [M | TF
WIhedAba bVT X f TAaWFbMT © XWT Lb™ XbYM XAhUi b hagdd TaraWon XTj TeW VXeX bal \aLXeg< UxeP [\fg X

j XeXabgi bgaAbi XeT_j \aaXebYd XVIgZbd j XVTaT WX fbceshWp[ Ti X TWK\gdh d XY¥aT, oheTaWb X\vgTa Tj TéMbe
WazTY¥aT¥g: d TgeX Taf go UXFTWWF ¢ Ta” | bh Xi Xd baX




TaWT_| XTe fTj T VbadahXWZebj d \a Ubd VTY fTXf TaWebb
b™ X Td bhZ[ TgTf bj XeeTgXd Ta d XceXi \bhf | XTe Kbb™ [ \eX
DWW \aVb™ X¥h™ d XGAL XgdazZf TF T eXTW eXchegXw

Xe d Xehaa\azZ Xkc Xaf Xf \aVeXTf XWTgT [ \Z[ XeeTgX | \d

| \aVeXTf XWehe Tf\aZz TaWj TZXWfd j \d d Xexth.gd Tg

T Tf T_ceTWazZ bff \ad X1 XTe P X[ Ti X¢b baVXTZTa cenf X
WKW/ Tdba bYf gnWTaWi b hagiXd Yoe™ TaTzZ\aZ d \f VbagahXwW

V[ A cad UAD D a VD
Xke XaWgheX Vb cTeazZ aTaWT_| XTef
XaWaz LXcgOuli TaWLXcgau Oy

As EA ™

<TY TaWsi Xad @op ya ai
Kbb™ [\eX yuy

F 1 < BVXaVX ¥X @y pu
=baTgbaf an uy

Hd Xe\avb™ X auauy
’l\/DgT_\aVb‘ X
MogT_Xkc XaWgheX
| eb¥ig bff Yoel XTe

P XVTed bhgTa TaahT Whfdy™ Xefhe XI TgM XAhUd Xaf heXj X TeX
VTcheaZ YOXWUTV baj [ TgM XAhUWXf j X _TaWba [ bj \gvbh W

\" cebi X HheTV' ¥ Tj TIf g cebi WK XUXfgchf f\UXTXd \WXj XVTa M \f
| XTe Wi Whfdy™ Xd eXf cbhaWkWh bhefhd X' VTeeXWbhg\a cXd ba Taw
balaX U bY