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Asbestos Management Plan : St Georges and Grays Allotments

Purpose: To set out the management plan for reducing the risk of exposure to asbestos on the
allotments and to set out the procedure for removing asbestos when it is found.

Section 1 — Overview:

Asbestos was widely used by the construction industry before 1995. Products such as cement sheets,
roof panels, ceiling tiles, ceiling coatings and PVC floor tiles may all contain asbestos. Not all asbestos
material presents the same risk.

The type of asbestos that is generally found on the allotment sites is white asbestos in the form of
cement panels and usually found as fragments in the soil. The white asbestos is generally considered
“low risk” because the asbestos fibres are bonded with the material so it is more difficult for them to be
released into the air. Asbestos is not considered hazardous as long as it remains in place and
undamaged. It is only when materials containing asbestos are damaged that there is potential for
asbestos fibres to be released into the air and inhaled.

St George’s allotments historically had buildings on the site that are believed to have been constructed
using asbestos cement. Due to the history of the allotment site, the Parish Council treats all materials
suspected of containing asbestos as asbestos and will follow the protocol in section 4.

Section 2 - Responsibility:

As the land owner, the Parish Council is responsible for implementing the Asbestos Management Plan
and the Allotment Association will help to facilitate the plan.

All plot holders are responsible for acting in accordance with the plan and reporting issues to the Allotment
Association and Parish Council.

The contact details for the Parish Council and Allotment Association can be found below. When reporting
asbestos, you must inform both organisations.

Name Contact Details Organisation

Alex Coxall assistantclerk@melbournparishcouncil.gov.uk Melbourn Parish Council
01763 263303 (option 3)

Graham Place Gaplace10@gmail.com; Allotment Association

(secretary)

Chris Selway gardenrobot@AOL.com

(chairman)

Section 3 - General safety advice:

Asbestos is only dangerous when it is disturbed and when managed safely and contained it does not
present a hazard. If you do come across a piece of material that you suspect may contain asbestos, do
not break or damage it to avoid release of hazardous fibres.

It should be noted that plants can only absorb water soluble minerals and asbestos is not water soluble,
so it is safe to plant, grow, and consume produce from the allotments. It is advisable to wash produce
with clean water before use. As always, children should be supervised at all times when they are on the
allotments.

An Asbestos Survey Report was carried out on 2nd November 2022 to identify, as far as reasonably
practicable, the presence and extent of any suspect asbestos containing materials (ACMs) and to assess
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the risks during activities on the site. The materials found at the allotments were deemed “low” risk overall
risk for the site was categorized as “very low”.

ACMs within this category are predominantly not readily accessible, unlikely to be disturbed and due to
their nature, condition, location or extent, and would lead to minimal fibre release if they were disturbed.
The survey advises that visual inspections should be made on an annual basis to ascertain any change in
condition and where such a change occurs, should be appropriately assessed, scored and re-prioritised. It
has been recommended that any identified ACMs (bounded) are removed under partially controlled
conditions by fully licensed contractors.

If you are unsure about whether a piece of material contains asbestos, you should presume it does and
follow the steps set out in section 4.

Section 4 -What to do when material that may contain asbestos is found on a plot:

The steps in sections 4 have been guided by the findings and recommendations from the Asbestos
Survey Report 2022 and information from the Health and Safety Executive.

Step 1: Holder identifies piece(s) of material that may contain asbestos on allotment plot

Step 2: Holder takes care not to disturb the material that may contain asbestos, by leaving the
material where it is or by wetting the material thoroughly with water, then moving it with a
trowel/spade to a more suitable area on their plot. The holder must mark the location of the
material with a red marker. Red markers are kept in the box next to the noticeboard at the entrance
to the site

Step 3: Holder informs Parish Office and Allotment Association (via contact details in Section 2) that
they have identified material that may contain asbestos and have marked exact location of the
material.

Step 4: The Parish Office will arrange clearance annually. It will be up to the discretion of the
Clerk/Maintenance committee if more frequent clearances are required. The holder will not disturb the
area where the material that may contain asbestos has been identified until the Parish Office confirms

that clearance is complete.

Step 5: The Parish Office confirms clearance of the material and the holder can resume gardening in
this area.

Section 5 — Long term plan to reduce the risk of exposure to asbestos:

Pieces of asbestos have been found across the allotments over several years. In order to reduce the
amount of asbestos and in accordance with the recommendations from the Asbestos Survey Report,
the Parish Council will arrange for a licensed contractor to carry out yearly site inspections in the spring
time, to monitor the presence and extent of asbestos and to clear any visible asbestos. This will reduce
the amount of asbestos at the allotments over time. The introduction of yearly site inspections will be
reviewed annually to monitor its effectiveness.
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