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MELBOURN PARISH COUNCIL 
(District of South Cambridgeshire) 

 
A meeting of this Council was held on Monday, 25 April 2022 at 7.30pm in the Atrium of the 

Community Hub, 30 High Street, Melbourn, Cambridgeshire SG8 6DZ 
 

Members of the public are reminded that copies of reports and supporting documentation for agenda items 
can be obtained from the Parish Council website or on request to the Clerk 
 
Present: Cllrs Clark (Chair), Barley, Barnes, Cowley, Davey, Kilmurray, Travis, Wilson 
Absent: 
In attendance: Claire Littlewood (Parish Clerk), County Cllr van de Ven, 14 members of the public 
 

PC187/21 To receive and approve apologies for absence  

 Apologies were received from Cllr Hart with acceptable reasons given. 

It was: 
RESOLVED to approve Cllr Hart’s apologies for absence. 
Proposed by Cllr Travis, seconded by Cllr Davey.  All in favour. 

Apologies were also noted from District Cllr Hales.  

PC188/21 To receive any Declarations of Interest and Dispensations. 

Members are reminded that they are required to ensure their Declaration is updated within 
28 days of any change in circumstances.  

a) 

b) 

c) 

To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda 

To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests (if any)  

To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate 

 Cllrs Kilmurray and Travis noted their interest in agenda items PC197/21a)-c) and PC199/21f) as 
directors of the Community Hub.  They were granted dispensation to remain for the discussion 
but not to vote.  

PC189/21 Chairs’ Announcements – For information only 

 Chair noted that there had been 11 nominations for the May elections.  All candidates would be 
elected uncontested.  

PC190/21 To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 28 March 2022  

 Clerk noted that Cllr Davey had not been recorded as in attendance in the minutes for 28 
February 2022 (which were appended to the minutes of 28 March 2022).   

It was: 
RESOLVED that subject to Cllr Davey’s attendance being noted on the minutes of 28 February 
2022 appended to the minutes of 28 March 2022, the minutes were approved as an accurate 
record. 
Proposed by Cllr Cowley, seconded by Cllr Barnes. All in favour.  

 

PC191/21 To report back on the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 28 March 2022  

 PC174/21 - Noted that a response had been received from the Chief Executive of SCDC 
following a request for clarification of the percentage increase in the cost of adult social care.  A 
member asked for it be noted that they felt the response was unsatisfactory and the way the 
increase was presented was still misleading.   

PC192/21 Public Participation: (For up to 15 minutes members of the public may contribute their views 
and comments and questions to the Parish Council – 3 minutes per item).  Written responses to 
questions raised will be made by the Parish Office within 14 days of the date of this meeting. 

 There were no questions at this time from members of the public.  
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 To avoid delaying members of the public in attendance for grant applications, the Chair amended 
the order of the agenda. 

PC199/21 To consider the following grant applications 

 Each application was reviewed to determine that it met the criteria and was then considered for a 
grant award. 

a) Melbourn Playgroup and MOOS 

 Representatives from the applicant were in attendance.  Clarification was sought that the 
applicant is independent of the primary school and had a separate arrangement for leasing the 
space on the primary school site directly from the County Council. Applicants noted that the 
current poor condition of the outside space prevented them from delivering a full range of 
activities as part of their curriculum. Applicants also noted that they are seeking further funding 
from other sources towards the project to improve the outside space.  

It was: 
RESOLVED to approve the application in principle and to consider the amount of the grant 
awarded. 
Proposed by Cllr Kilmurray, seconded by Cllr Wilson. All in favour.  

It was: 
FURTHER RESOLVED that in accordance with s19 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1976 a grant in the sum of £9,000 would be awarded. 
Proposed by Cllr Travis, seconded by Cllr Davey.  All in favour. 

b) Melbourn Bowls Club 

 There was no representative in attendance.  A member noted concern that there appear to be a 
number of different options for the equipment to be funded available online.  

It was: 
RESOLVED to approve the application in principle and to consider the amount of the grant 
awarded. 
Proposed by Cllr Cowley, seconded by Cllr Wilson.  In favour: Cllrs Barley, Barnes, Clark, 
Cowley, Davey, Wilson. Against: Cllr Travis.  Abstain: Cllr Kilmurray.  

It was: 
FURTHER RESOLVED that in accordance with s19 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1976 a grant in the sum of £900 would be awarded. 
Proposed by Cllr Cowley, seconded by Cllr Wilson.  In favour: None.  The resolution fell. 

ACTION: Clerk to respond to the application with a request for more information.  

c) Melbourn Dynamos 

 A representative was in attendance.   

It was: 
RESOLVED to approve the application in principle and to consider the amount of the grant 
awarded. 
Proposed by Cllr Barnes, seconded by Cllr Wilson.  In favour: Cllrs Barley, Barnes, Clark, Davey, 
Kilmurray, Travis, Wilson.  Against: Cllr Cowley. 

It was: 
FURTHER RESOLVED that in accordance with s19 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1976 a grant in the sum of £6,493 would be awarded. 
Proposed by Cllr Barnes, seconded by Cllr Clark.  In favour: Cllrs Barley, Barnes, Clark, Davey, 
Kilmurray, Travis, Wilson. Against: Cllr Cowley.  

d) Melbourn Library 

 Noted that this application had been withdrawn.  

e) CAMSAR 

 Noted that it is difficult to predict how the service will benefit local people.  Equipment to be 
funded is for underwater use.  A member noted that there are larger bodies of water in our area. 
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It was: 
RESOLVED to approve the application in principle and to consider the amount of the grant 
awarded. 
Proposed by Cllr Clark, seconded by Cllr Davey.  In favour: Cllrs Barley, Barnes, Clark, Davey, 
Travis, Wilson.  Against: Cllrs Cowley and Kilmurray 

It was: 
FURTHER RESOLVED that in accordance with s137 of the Local Government Act 1972 a grant 
in the sum of £300 would be awarded. 
Proposed by Cllr Davey, seconded by Cllr Travis.  In favour: Cllrs Barley, Barnes, Clark, Davey, 
Travis, Wilson.  Against: Cllrs Cowley and Kilmurray. . 

f) Melbourn Community Hub 

 Noted that the Jubilee weekend celebrations will be a large-scale event including a street party 
which will be open to the whole village.  The amount applied for was discussed and clarified as to 
£3,000 from community benefit with £1,000 to be made available from precepted funds.  Any 
unused grant monies to be refunded after the event.   

It was: 
RESOLVED to approve the application in principle and to consider the amount of the grant 
awarded. 
Proposed by Cllr Wilson, seconded by Cllr Cowley.  In favour:  Cllrs Barley, Barnes, Clark, 
Cowley, Davey, Wilson.  Abstain: Cllrs Kilmurray and Travis.  

It was: 
FURTHER RESOLVED that in accordance with s145(1)(a) of the Local Government Act 1972 a 
grant in the sum of £3,000 would be awarded. 
Proposed by Cllr Travis, seconded by Cllr Davey.  In favour: Cllrs Barley, Barnes, Clark, Cowley, 
Davey, Wilson.  Abstain: Cllrs Kilmurray and Travis. . 

g) Melbourn Primary School PTFA 

 Representatives were in attendance.  Clarification as to the equipment to be purchased was 
provided. 

It was: 
RESOLVED to approve the application in principle and to consider the amount of the grant 
awarded. 
Proposed by Cllr Barnes, seconded by Cllr Kilmurray.  All in favour.  

It was: 
FURTHER RESOLVED that in accordance with s145(1)(a) of the Local Government Act 1972 a 
grant in the sum of £5,080 would be awarded. 
Proposed by Cllr Travis, seconded by Cllr Kilmurray.  All in favour.  

h) All Saints Community Hall 

 Representatives were in attendance.  

It was: 
RESOLVED to approve the application in principle and to consider the amount of the grant 
awarded. 
Proposed by Cllr Cowley, seconded by Cllr Kilmurray.  All in favour.  

It was: 
FURTHER RESOLVED that in accordance with s137 of the Local Government Act 1972 a grant 
in the sum of £300 would be awarded. 
Proposed by Cllr Kilmurray, seconded by Cllr Barnes.  All in favour. 

i) Community Support for Dementia 

 Representatives were in attendance.  Noted that section 8 of the grant application form had been 
inadvertently deleted.  Applicants confirmed that additional funding required would be sourced 
through fundraising such as a danceathon and application for funding from other sources. 

It was: 
RESOLVED to approve the application in principle and to consider the amount of the grant 
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awarded. 
Proposed by Cllr Travis, seconded by Cllr Cowley.  All in favour.  

It was: 
FURTHER RESOLVED that in accordance with s142(2A) of the Local Government Act 1972 a 
grant in the sum of £6,572 would be awarded. 
Proposed by Cllr Wilson, seconded by Cllr Travis.  All in favour. 

j) St Georges Allotment Association 

 There was no representative in attendance. 

It was: 
RESOLVED to approve the application in principle and to consider the amount of the grant 
awarded. 
Proposed by Cllr Barnes, seconded by Cllr Kilmurray.  In favour:  Cllrs Barnes, Clark, Cowley, 
Davey, Kilmurray, Travis, Wilson.  Abstain: Cllr Barley.  

It was: 
FURTHER RESOLVED that in accordance with ss9-10 and s6 of the Open Spaces Act 1906 a 
grant in the sum of £659.04 would be awarded. 
Proposed by Cllr Kilmurray, seconded by Cllr Cowley.  In favour: Cllrs Barnes, Clark, Cowley, 
Davey, Kilmurray, Travis, Wilson.  Abstain: Cllr Barley.  

k) It Takes A Village 

 A representative was in attendance.  Noted that this is a new support group – no financial 
information is available at this time. A member noted that applications from new groups had been 
rejected previously as there has been no demonstrable need for the service within the village.  
This was not felt to be the case with this application.  

It was: 
RESOLVED to approve the application in principle and to consider the amount of the grant 
awarded. 
Proposed by Cllr Barnes, seconded by Cllr Davey.  All in favour.   

It was: 
FURTHER RESOLVED that in accordance with s142(2A) of the Local Government Act 1972 a 
grant in the sum of £500 would be awarded. 
Proposed by Cllr Davey, seconded by Cllr Travis.  All in favour. 

l) River Mel Restoration Group 

 A representative was in attendance. 

It was: 
RESOLVED to approve the application in principle and to consider the amount of the grant 
awarded. 
Proposed by Cllr Barley, seconded by Cllr Kilmurray.  All in favour.  

It was: 
FURTHER RESOLVED that in accordance with ss9-10 and s6 of the Open Spaces Act 1906, a 
grant in the sum of £1,522.14 would be awarded. 
Proposed by Cllr Clark, seconded by Cllr Wilson.  All in favour. 

m) To consider approving the annual payment to RDCT from s106 monies 

 Noted that the annual payment to RDCT is from ringfenced s106 monies to be distributed under 
an existing Agreement between the applicant and the Parish Council. 

It was: 
RESOLVED to approve payment of £5,000 as set out in the agreement dated April 2021. 
Proposed by Cllr Wilson, seconded by Cllr Kilmurray.  All in favour. 

n) To note refund of unused grant monies awarded to Celebrating Ages for 2021 

 Noted that Celebrating Ages had been unable to hold events during 2021.  Therefore £3,000 
would be returned to the community benefit fund for redistribution.  
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Noted that a total of £33,426.18 had been awarded in community benefit grants leaving 
£19,992.77 to be distributed at the November funding round. 

PC193/21 To receive a report from the County Cllr for Melbourn  

 County Cllr van de Ven noted a sponsored swin on 22 May (8-9pm) at Royston Leisure Centre 
raising funds for HomeStart.  Cllrs were invited to join the team and to seek sponsorship.  
LHI applications to be decided on 28 April.  Noted that Melbourn’s application appears to have 
scored well.  
Support for residents welcoming people from Ukraine was highlighted. 
Noted with regret that the Oil Club will cease operating.  
Need to raise awareness of the 17 bus to increase passenger numbers.  
Hoping to increase train services from mid-May.  
Update from PSG and improvements to the underpass to Meldreth.  Thanks noted to SDC for 
their help in clearing the vegetation. Improvements to the footpath tied in to the ongoing 
Greenway Projects.  Noted there are issues over width of the footpath to be resolved.  ACTION: 
Cllrs are invited to attend the underpass on 11 May.  
Update on biodiversity initiative. 
The report from County Cllr van de Ven was received.   

[20:46 County Cllr van de Ven left the meeting] 

PC194/21 Governance:  

a) To consider approving draft calendar of meetings for the forthcoming civic year 

 It was: 
RESOLVED to approve the calendar of meetings for the forthcoming civic year. 
Proposed by Cllr Kilmurray, seconded by Cllr Barnes. All in favour.  

b) To nominate a councillor to carry out verification of bank reconciliations 

 Cllr Cowley indicated that he was happy to continue with this task. 

It was: 
RESOLVED that Cllr Cowley should continue to carry out regular verification of bank 
reconciliations. 
Proposed by Cllr Cowley, seconded by Cllr Clark.  All in favour.  

c) To note an email decision for insurance for the parish van 

 This was noted.  

d) To note expenditure on monitors for the parish office 

 This was noted.  

e) To receive any updates and consider actions 

 There was nothing further to discuss.  

PC195/21 Finance Matters: 

a) To consider approving the approvals list for April 2022  

 It was: 
RESOLVED to approve the approvals list for April 2022. 
Proposed by Cllr Cowley, seconded by Cllr Barnes.  All in favour.  

Signatories were requested to log on after the meeting to release the payments. 

b) To receive any updates and consider actions 

 There was nothing further to discuss.  

PC196/21 To note the bank reconciliations for March 2022 

 Cllr Cowley will carry out the bank reconciliations for March and report back at the next full 
Council meeting.  

PC197/21 Community Hub 

a) To note expenditure on replacement kitchen equipment 
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 This was noted.  

b) To consider approving re-allocation of unused s106 monies from kitchen upgrade 

 It was: 
RESOLVED to approve re-allocation of £778.07 unused s106 monies from the kitchen upgrade 
to fund replacement kitchen equipment. 
Proposed by Cllr Davey, seconded by Cllr Barnes.  In favour: Cllrs Barley, Barnes, Clark, 
Cowley, Davey, Wilson.  Abstain: Cllrs Kilmurray and Travis.  

c) To consider approving expenditure on additional kitchen equipment 

 It was: 
RESOLVED to approve expenditure in the sum of £224.90 on a hand blender. 
Proposed by Cllr Davey, seconded by Cllr Wilson.  In favour: Cllrs Barley, Barnes, Clark, Cowley, 
Davey, Silson.  Abstain: Cllrs Kilmurray and Travis.  

PC198/21 The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee  

a) To receive an update on arrangements for Jubilee celebrations  

 Information on the planned events at the Hub and other locations were being advertised via 
social media (with good online engagement).  Leaflets to be distributed to all households. Further 
information will follow. 

b) To receive an update and consider actions 

 There was nothing further to discuss.  

PC200/21 Maintenance Matters: 

a) To consider approving a quotation for servicing of air-conditioning units 

 It was: 
RESOLVED to approve the quotation from Airway for annual servicing of the air conditioning 
units in the sum of £280 + VAT. 
Proposed by Cllr Davey, seconded by Cllr Barley.  In favour: Cllrs Barley, Barnes, Clark, Cowley, 
Davey, Wilson.  Abstain: Cllrs Kilmurray and Travis.  

b) To receive any updates and consider actions. 

 There was nothing further to discuss.  

PC201/21 Melbourn Play Park Working Party 

a) To consider approving expenditure on the play park refit from s106 monies 

 Chair of the MPPWP provided an update on the project.  Public engagement had been very 
good.  Support for a particular design was overwhelming in favour of HAGS – from members of 
the public and the Working Party.  Thanks were noted to councillors and members of the public 
involved with the Working Party.  Thanks also noted to the Assistant to the Clerk for her hard 
work on this successful project.   

It was: 
RESOLVED to approve expenditure on the play park refit of The Moor in the sum of £103,719.85 
to be funded from s106 monies. 
Proposed by Cllr Kilmurray, seconded by Cllr Travis.  All in favour. 

b) To consider approving contingency to be funded from reserves 

 Discussed that any contingency for overspend will be funded from available s106 monies and 
general reserves.  Noted that this is a turnkey project with price held by the supplier from 60 days 
from 31 March 2022 and there is confidence that it will be delivered on budget. 

It was: 
RESOLVED to approve contingency to be funded from s106 monies with further funding from 
general reserves if required. 
Proposed by Cllr Cowley, seconded by Cllr Kilmurray.  All in favour.  

c) To consider awarding the tender for the play park refit at The Moor 
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End of Meeting : 20:17 
 

 It was: 
RESOLVED to award the tender for the play park refit at The Moor to HAGS as per their updated 
quote dated 31 March 2022 in the sum of £103,719.85. 
Proposed by Cllr Cowley, seconded by Cllr Clark.  All in favour.  

Discussion as to start date for the project.  Noted that it would be good to have the new play park 
installed in time for the summer holidays.  
ACTIONS:  
- Assistant to Clerk to request advice from HAGS as to when the project should commence. 
- Assistant to Clerk to advise unsuccessful tenderers.  
- Further consideration of how new planting/turf will be watered following installation.  

PC202/21 MAYD 

a) To receive an update and consider actions 

 Chair of the MAYD Joint Committee reported that following a long break, youth club will be 
resuming during May.  Also noted that investigations are underway to cost installation of wi-fi at 
the pavilion. 

PC203/21 HR Matters:  

a) To receive any updates and consider actions 

 There was nothing to discuss.  A report will be available at the Annual Parish Council meeting.  

PC204/21 Melbourn Timebank  

a) To receive the Timebank’s monthly reports for April and consider approving expenditure on 
current Timebank activities  

 The report was noted.  

b) To consider an updated quotation to purchase a gazebo for the Timebank  

 ACTION: Clerk to forward details of surplus equipment (including gazebos) from Covid testing 
centres to Timebank Coordinator.   

It was: 
RESOLVED that in the event that no suitable equipment is available from the County Council 
Covid testing centres, the quotes for a gazebo and weights at a cost of £427 + VAT is approved. 
Proposed by Cllr Cowley, seconded by Cllr Kilmurray.  All in favour.  

PC205/21 Policies and Terms of Reference:  

a) To consider approving a Risk Assessment for MVAS unit 

 It was: 
RESOLVED to approve the Risk Assessment for the MVAS Unit as drafted. 
Proposed by Cllr Barnes, seconded by Cllr Kilmurray.  All in favour. 

b) To consider any other updates and consider actions 

 There was nothing further to discuss.  

PC206/21 To note the date of the next meetings :   

- Annual Parish Council Meeting :  Tuesday, 10 May 2022 

- Annual Parish Meeting : Monday, 16 May 2022 

- Full Council Meeting : Monday, 23 May 2022 

 

The dates of the next meetings were noted.  


