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MELBOURN PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES  

Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th November 2017 in the
large upstairs meeting room of Melbourn Community Hub at 7.30pm.  

Present : Cllr Norman (Chair), Cllrs Clark, Cowley, Gatward, Kilmurray, Regan, Travis, 

In attendance: The Clerk and 8 members of the public 

1. 

2. 

3. 

To receive any apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Buxton, Hales, Hart, Porter, Sherwen and Madiyiko for personal 
reasons. 

To receive any Declarations of Interest and Dispensations 
a) To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda
Cllr Norman for a member of Society MADS 3f)
Cllr Kilmurray for a member of Society MADS 3f), Training to be a member of the Melbourn District
Library (3k), A member of Melbourn Community Hub Management Group (3g)
Cllr Travis A member of Melbourn Community Hub Management Group (3g)

b) To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests (if any)
Cllr Norman for a member of MADS Society (3f)
Cllr Travis for a member of Melbourn Community Hub Management Group (3g)
Cllr Kilmurray for a member of Melbourn Community Hub Management Group (3g)

c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate
The Clerk granted the dispensations for Cllr Kilmurray, Cllr Travis and Cllr Norman to remain 
Chairing the meeting. 

To receive presentations from applicants applying for a Community Grant and to discuss and 
consider whether the applications meet the criteria of the Melbourn Parish Council 
Community Grant Policy and if so, under which Statutory Power for Parish, Town and 
Community Councils the application falls. 

a) 1st Orwell Scout Group
A member from 1st Orwell Scout Group gave a brief presentation.
To secure and furnish the groups new equipment shed and the people who will benefit from
the project are The Scout Group, (boys and girls in the Beaver Scouts, Cub Scouts and
Scouts aged 6 to 14 years of age) from Melbourn and surrounding villages.
MEMBERS AGREED IT MEETS THE CRITERIA AND UNDER THE LOCAL GOVERMENT
ACT (MISC PROVISIONS ACT 1976 S19) RECREATIONAL FACILITIES.

b) A Chain of Wild Flowers
A member from A Chain of Wild Flowers gave a brief presentation.
This is a Retrospective application to cover a ‘Teddy Bears Picnic’. The Council mislaid our
previous application for £500 to produce a booklet about the Wild Flower Project to be given
to the Library and Melbourn Community Hub. This £500 will now be used towards our
production next year. The Community from Melbourn both young and old will benefit from
this.
MEMBERS AGREED IT MEETS THE CRITERIA AND UNDER THE LOCAL GOVERMENT
ACT (MISC PROVISIONS ACT 1976 S19) RECREATIONAL FACILITIES.

c) CamSAR
Assisting in finding vulnerable missing persons and work completely under the directive of
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Cambridgeshire Constabulary and offer our vital professional service any time of the day or 
night.  
The work is not planned, and the location cannot be pinpointed and it is impossible to say 
how many of Melbourn’s Parishioners would benefit.  
MEMBERS AGREED THIS DOES NOT MEET THE CRITERIA AND CAMSAR ARE 
UNABLE TO DEMONSTRATE THAT THERE WILL BE A BENEFIT TO RESIDENTS OF 
MELBOURN WITHIN A REASONABLE TIME FRAME. 

d) Gallery Writers Meldreth/Melbourn 
A member from Gallery Writers Meldreth/Melbourn gave a brief presentation. 
To support collecting memories and experiences of residents across the widest possible 
social spectrum about the river Mel and their integration into a film about the river. The film 
and interview will provide a record for current and future generations about an important 
environmental heritage. The potential for the film to be shown elsewhere will enhance the 
reputation of Melbourn as a wonderful place to live. Part of the project will involve school 
children, the elderly, but the benefits will be for all residents of the village and further afield.  
MEMBERS AGREED IT MEETS THE CRITERIA AND UNDER THE LOCAL GOVERMENT 
ACT (MISC PROVISIONS ACT 1976 S19) RECREATIONAL FACILITIES. 

e) Home Start Royston & South Cambridgeshire 
A member from Home Start gave a brief presentation. 
To support a family for one year and we would be very grateful for any contribution towards 
this sum. A donation of £386 would enable Home-start to provide home visiting support for a 
local family for 3 months which would be a partial amount funding for a family, as most 
families receive support for longer than 3 months, depending on their needs. However 
HSRSC have provided more specific short term support for some families previously.  
The funding will enable Home-start to provide a period of home visiting support to a family in 
Melbourn.  
MEMBERS WERE IN AGREEMENT OF SUPPORTING INDIVIDUAL FAMILIES AND 
THAT IT MEETS THE CRITERIA AND IT IS UNDER THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 
1972 S139(1)  

f) Melbourn Amateur Dramatics Society 
Cllr Kilmurray left the room. 
A member from Melbourn Amateur Dramatics Society gave a brief presentation. 
To purchase new improved quality costumes for their annual pantomimes. MADS existing 
costumes are now  4 years old and were mostly made from old scraps of material, which 
have been repaired many times and are no longer fit for their purpose. Each year MADS put 
on two performances one in the spring and a Christmas Pantomime every December. This 
will benefit the local community and nearby villages.  
MEMBERS AGREED IT MEETS THE CRITERIA AND UNDER THE LOCAL GOVERMENT 
ACT (MISC PROVISIONS ACT 1976 S19) RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 
Cllr Kilmurray returned to the room. 

g) Melbourn Community Hub Management Group 
A member from Melbourn Community Hub Management Group gave a brief presentation. 
Relocation of existing defibrillator from internal to external wall of Melbourn Community Hub 
so that is constantly available to members of the community and East Anglia Ambulance 
Service. 
MEMBERS AGREED IT MEETS THE CRITERIA AND IT IS UNDER THE LIFE SAVING 
APPLIANCES PUBLIC HEALTH ACT 1936 S 234 

h) Melbourn Short Story Reading Group 
Melbourn Short Story Reading Group meet on a weekly basis and this application is for 
copies of reading material. Residents of Melbourn and surrounding villages benefit from this. 
MEMBERS AGREED IT MEETS THE CRITERIA AND UNDER THE LOCAL GOVERMENT 
ACT (MISC PROVISIONS ACT 1976 S19) RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 

i) River Mel Restoration Group 
A member from River Mel Restoration Group gave a brief presentation. 
Funding to cover the cost of hire of Melbourn sports pavilion. This will be used for volunteer 
working parties on the river. The River Mel Restoration Group held approximately 9-10 
working parties a year. The Pavilion provides a first aid base, toilet facilities and an area for a 
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coffee break and social time whatever the weather conditions. This will benefit the local 
volunteers to attend the working parties and improve the river environment for the whole 
community to enjoy.  
MEMBERS AGREED IT MEETS THE CRITERIA AND UNDER THE LOCAL GOVERMENT 
ACT (MISC PROVISIONS ACT 1976 S19) RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 

j) RSPB – Fowlmere Nature Reserve 
To improve the entrance area of Fowlmere Nature Reserve, and other visitor related work at 
Fowlmere. This will include removal of old classroom hut, levelling ground, installation of new 
welcome hut, and improvement to entrance ‘bridge’. Path and tree safety works will also be 
undertaken along trails. Local visitors who visit the reserve will benefit. 
MEMBERS AGREED IT MEETS THE CRITERIA AND UNDER THE LOCAL GOVERMENT 
ACT (MISC PROVISIONS ACT 1976 S19) RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 

k) The Melbourn District Library 
A member from The Melbourn District Library gave a brief presentation. 
To purchase new books to replace aging stock. All residents of Melbourn and surrounding 
villages will benefit. 
MEMBERS AGREED IT MEETS THE CRITERIA AND UNDER THE LOCAL GOVERMENT 
ACT (MISC PROVISIONS ACT 1976 S19) RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 

 
 
The Chair closed the meeting at 9.54pm.  
 
 

  
 

 
















































































